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After finding a large sum of money belonging to a
guest found dead, a motel housekeeper's sense of
dignity is put to the test, jeopardizing any chance

she has of reuniting with her daughter.

29 year-old Millie is a young, single mother working
a mundane job as a housekeeper in a small town

motel.

Her day consists of making the beds of others and
cleaning up mess they leave behind. Millie soon dis-
covers an opportunity to fix her own life when she
decides to claim a bag of money belonging to a
guest found dead. What choice will she make when

faced with the inevitable consequences of her ac-

tions?

Millie is a young, single mother working as a housekeeper in a small town motel.

Her job consists of cleaning up the mess that others leave behind, invisible to the guests that
come in and out of the motel. One day, she finds a bag containing a large sum of money belong-
ing to a dead guest. Against her conscience, she takes the money and hides it in an unoccupied

room.

This causes Millie to be late for a birthday lunch with her teenage daughter Jamie, leaving Alice,
her estranged mother-in-law, unimpressed. When Millie's attempts to reconnect with Jamie
doesn't work, she resorts to giving her daughter a handful of the stolen money as a mean to buy

her affection, raising suspicions to her path of recovery.

Millie will have to decide the road she needs to take in order to have the life with her daughter

back.



As a filmmaker, | find myself drawn towards the ideals of femininity, as well as the complexities

of womanhood in my works. | owe my very being, of who | am today, to the family of women |

grew up with.

'

My mother used to be a hairdresser; when she met my father,
they got married and she became a stay-home housewife,
taking care of three children. We were considered a lower
middle class family, comfortable but learned to be careful with
money, especially in a city that is obsessed with material
progress. She would buy a lottery ticket every week — never
huge bets — but when she wins a few hundred dollars, we
would get to eat out at a restaurant. She was never on good
terms with my father’s mother who lived with us for a few years.
They would get into loud quarrels and petty fights about
everything. There were days when my mother would cry, as

though it was all too much for her.

One night, after my mother dropped off the neighbor’s kids,
she took off.

No one was home except for me, my sisters and my grandmother. | was convinced she had de-
cided to give up on us and very simply, chose to leave. | was angry, scared, and upset at her.
Did we upset her? Was it grandma? Did she kill herself? How could she abandon us? | fell asleep

on her bed, waiting for her to come home.

Going into this film, | wrote Millie based on a combination of people I've met, including my
mother. Millie is a housekeeper whose job is to clean up rooms and the messes people leave
behind, while at the same time she is doing plenty of housekeeping of her own. She has people
she needs to answer to; the constant, tiring battles to show that she is a better mother and a
better human being than she was before. But, ultimately, the most important person she needs

to answer to, is herself.

When | woke up the next morning, my mother was laying next to me, getting ready for a new

day. Maybe my mother was just taking a breather, but | never did find out where she went that

night.



An Angeleno native, Leana is trained at the Gloria Gifford Conservatory for the Performing Arts.

She has since appeared in Oliver Stone’s Savages and has guest starred on television series such as
The Mentalist and 2 Broke Girls.

Leana plays the titular role of Millie, a young single mother working as a motel housekeeper.

She desperately attempts to redeem herself in order to secure a future with her teenage daughter
When she finds a bag of money belonging to an unconscious guest that she presumed is dead, Millie
makes the choice of stealing the money in hopes to impress the family she once had, but learns the
only person she needs to answer to, is herself.




Originally from McAllen, Texas, Gabriela moved to Los Angeles with her
mother to pursue her passion in acting. She has appeared in various local
theater productions as well as television commercials.

Gabriela plays Millie’s young teenage daughter, Jamie. Having just turned
14, Jamie is at an age where there are things more important than being
with family. Having gone through a difficult childhood, she's much more
mature than girls her own age. She remains wary and cynical of her mother's
sobriety but longs to have the life she used to have, back.

An accomplished television actress, Jeanette has appeared on a number of
television series, such as Criminal Minds, New Girl, Brothers & Sisters, CSI
and for films such as Elizabethtown and What | Did For Love.

Jeanette plays Alice, Millie's estranged mother-in-law. She holds a grudge
against Millie for having ruined her family and is the legal guardian of her
granddaughter, Jamie whom she protects dearly. Alice doesn’t believe that
Millie is capable of motherhood, and is suspicious when she gifts Jamie a
huge sum of money that would not have been possible with her job cleaning

motel rooms.

Dee has guest starred in various popular television series such as Parks and
Recreation, Pretty Little Liars and Monks. She has also appeared on local
theater productions of Oklahoma and Fiddler On The Roof.

She plays Dorothy, the manager of a small town motel and a friend of
Millie’s. Dorothy appears to be a nosy character but provides the voice of
reason to Millie; and possibly the only person in the film who trusts her
enough to give her the responsibility she needs to move forward.




SHUMING HE has written and directed several short films
that has traveled in the film festival circuit, as well as
commissioned projects for television and new media
through out Asia-Pacific. He graduated First Class with a

Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honors) in Film from The Puttnam
School of Film, LASALLE College of The Arts.

Originally from the tropical island city of Singapore,
Shuming currently resides in Los Angeles, where he is a
Directing Fellow at AFl Conservatory. He is a recipient of
the Media Education Scheme (Film) Scholarship awarded
by the Media Development Authority of Singapore. At
the moment he is developing short and feature projects,

commuting between California and Singapore.

Born in Seoul, HYERIM M PARK immigrated with her
family to San Francisco at a young age. She graduated
from Dartmouth with a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy

and a minor in Japanese Language.

Hyerim moved back to South Korea where she worked in
content distribution for a telecommunication company
before her love of cinema led her into the film industry,
relocating to Los Angeles where she is a Producing

Fellow at AFlI Conservatory.



Originally from South Korea, SEONGBIN BAEK studied
cinematography at the Korean Academy of Film Art. Prior
to AFIl, he worked as a cinematographer and shot many
award winning short films. He loves storytelling with a

visual language for its power to excite the audience.

After graduating from California College of the Arts with
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film, SUNGHWAN MOON
moved to South Korea where he worked as an editor for

trailers, promos, and music videos.

He returned to Los Angeles to attend AFI Conservatory as
an Editing Fellow. Editing to Sunghwan is about finding
the pulse of the story and through that, he realizes that he

understands the world a little better.

HALEY HO is a Production Designer working out of Los
Angeles, California and New York, NY.

In 2012, Haley was nominated for a LA Stage Alliance
Ovation Award for Scenic Design. Originally from Taipei,
Taiwan, Haley has a MFA in Production Design from AFI
Conservatory and a BFA in scenic design from Syracuse

University.
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Millie (Leana Chavez) is a 29 year-old single mother working a mundane

job as a housekeeper in a small town motel.



Millie (Leana Chavez) soon discovers an opportunity to fix her own

life when she decides to claim a bag of money belonging to a guest

found dead.



Millie (Leana Chavez) runs late for a birthday lunch with her teenage daughter Jamie

(Gabriela Flores), leaving Alice (Jeanette O'Connor), her estranged mother-in-law,

unimpressed.




Millie (Leana Chavez) attempts to reconnect with her young teenage

daughter, Jamie (Gabriela Flores), who had just turned 14 and is wary

of her mother’s sobriety.



Millie (Leana Chavez) resorts to giving her Jamie (Gabriela Flores) a

handful of the stolen money as a means to buy her affection, raising sus-

picions to her path of recovery.



Millie (Leana Chavez) will have to decide the road she needs to take in order to have

the life with her daughter back.



Principal photography took place May 5th - 13th 2014 in Pico Riveria and Vernon, Calif.
Cloud Nine Motel, located in Pico Riveria became the motel that Millie works in.

The gorgeous orange facade immediately took our attention during location scout.

izl




The interiors of the motel were built by a dedicated team, led by our talented

production designer Haley Ho, an AFl Conservatory alumnus.




We then proceed to shoot at Joe K's Diner in Vernon, Calif, for two days. This is the

scene where Millie arrives late for her birthday lunch for Jamie.




Our second day at the diner proved to be an emotionally taxing scene for both the cast

and crew as we moved out into the parking lot, filming a pivotal moment for the actors.
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In all, we are thankful for our donors, the talented cast and

crew, our vendors and advisors at AFl who helped make this

film a reality!
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Colorist
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Art Director
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Marisa Colas Willie Koh Christopher Ng Gary Yeo
Michael Collier Josclynne Kua Anh-Thu Nguyen Wei-ning Yu
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Edited on Avid Symphony
HD equipment courtesy of Sony Corporation of America.

The characters and events depicted in this motion picture are fictitious.

Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.
This motion picture is the property of the American Film Institute and is protected under the
copyright laws of the United States and other countries. Unauthorized duplication, distribu-

tion or exhibition may result in civil liability and criminal prosecution.

Produced at the AFI Conservatory in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of

Fine Arts Degree or Certificate of Completion.
Seongbin Baek, AFlI Cinematography Fellow
Shuming He, AFI Directing Fellow
Sunghwan Moon, AFI Editing Fellow
Hyerim M Park, AFl Producing Fellow

© 2014 American Film Institute

SAF
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Color

5.1 Surround

In English and Spanish
With English Subtitles
2:40:1 Aspect Ratio

CONTACT

HYERIM M PARK
pdhyerim@gmail.com | 323.825.1004
SHUMING HE

shuming.he@me.com | 310.598.8305
andthewindfalls.com

facebook.com/andthewindfalls
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