Short Synopsis
Early 1800's: Isadora, an Indigenous Californian (Gabrielino/
Tongva) woman, faces a battle to survive after being
emancipated from the abusive Los Angeles mission where she
was raised. She's helped by Domingo, a Franciscan friar, on
the journey to bring her to a Native village where she can
finally be safe.

Long Synopsis
Early 1800's: Isadora, an Indigenous Californian
(Gabrielino/Tongva) woman, lies delirious and in shock on the
dirt floor of her room, a bloodied knife evidence of a failed
suicide attempt. Soon, a Spanish Franciscan friar, Domingo,
discovers her. Realizing that she’s done something awful, he
ushers her out of the Mission before anyone else can find her
and punish her for what she’s done.
On their journey to bring her to a Native village where
she can be safe, memories of her past gradually come back to
her: the hopelessness of her life of servitude at the San Gabriel
Mission near Los Angeles, the abuse of her Spanish husband,
and the fear of a similar future for her infant daughter.
As her memories return, she begins to question the
motives of Domingo, the man who’s rescued her, and the
prospect of returning her to the Native village begins to look
less promising than they expected.
Only when all this destructive baggage is behind her can
she come to peace with the awful truth of her past.

Director’s Statement
For our thesis at the AFI Conservatory, we were
required to shoot a short film in Los Angeles and its
surrounding area. This is the same area that the Gabrielino/
Tongva people-- and at the far reaches of the 30 mile zone-the Chumash, Juaneño/Ajachemen, Luiseño, Cahuilla,
Serrano and Tataviam people, have inhabited for thousands of
years. Yet despite this rich cultural history underneath its
very feet, Hollywood has never told those people's stories.
Neemkomok' is a look into the lesser-known side of
California (and by association, US) history. In Los Angeles in
particular, not many people know the origin story of how this
massive city of 11 million+ people came to be, and many are
unaware of the atrocities that native Californians faced under
both Spanish and US governments. In fact, much of this
history has been covered up or forgotten, hands washed clean
of a tumultuous past.
By going back to the source, we hope to tell a unique tale
of loss, hope, and redemption, from an Indigenous perspective
that popular history tends to overlook.

Neemkomok’
(verb)

"She returns”
“Neemkomok” is a basic verb and can be used on its own as a complete
sentence with a "he", "she", or "it" subject. It can be followed with or without
an apostrophe, indicating a glottal stop in the pronunciation.
To express another subject you need to add either a singular noun word or a
subject particle (or, with a plural noun word, both that word and the "they"
particle).
Ex:
- Neemkomokne. "I return"
- Neemkomok. "He returns” / “She returns"
- Neemkomok tokoor / Tokoor neemkomok. "The woman returns"
- Neemkomokme totookor / Totookorme neemkomok. ”The women return"
- Neemkomokme. "They return”
- Neemkomokre. "We return"

The Team: AFI Class of ‘17
Douglas Cushnie
Writer/Director

Douglas is a filmmaker from the small town of
Sherman, CT. Having traveled extensively
through Latin America, he has shot projects for
non-profits and coffee companies in Nicaragua
and abroad since the age of 16. A 2013 short,
VOLAR EN LINEA RECTA, has shown in
film festivals around the world. He's interested
in capturing social issues in a narrative format,
using creative methods to tell important stories
of underrepresented people and places.

Pallavi Reddy

Cinematographer
Pallavi is a graduate in Electronics and
Communications Engineering from Osmania
University in India. She was schooled in Saudi
Arabia and has worked as a copywriter and
freelance photographer for three years prior to
becoming a cinematographer. Since mid-2011, she
has been working as an assistant to
cinematographers in Bollywood. She has also lensed
a full-length documentary, two short films and a
couple of promotional films for internet advertising.

Sheila Wilson
Story Editor

Sheila is a recent graduate of Columbia
College Chicago, where she received her BA in
Cinema Art + Science with a concentration in
Directing. Her film, Amerikkka, is set to begin
its festival run at the Academy-Qualifying
Urbanworld Film Festival this year in New
York City. Sheila's passion for filmmaking
stemmed from theater, where her plays SCARS
and ASHES AND POSY were produced by
the Actors Theatre of Louisville New Voices
Young Playwrights Competition.

Shanshan Sun
Producer

Shanshan has been interested in film since she was
a kid. She previously worked on several Hollywood
movies such as THE MUMMY III and interned at
Legendary Ent. and Beacon Pictures. She also
worked at a TV broadcast company in NYC,
producing a popular unscripted program LIVING
IN NY which gained tremendous popularity in the
local community. Her dream is to make movies that
send positive message to people and motivate them
to pursue a better life.

Jifu Li
Editor

Jeff Li graduated from Beijing Film
Academy's sound recording department in 2012
where he won the national scholarship. He
decided to work for China Film Group as a
senior sound editor, mixer and project manager
for more than 30 big movies in China from 2010
to 2015. Some of his work, like THE
GRANDMASTER, directed by Wong Kar
Wai, won the 61st MPSE Golden Reel for Best
Dialogue Editing. He also worked as picture
editor on three short feature movies and movie
trailers.

Principal Cast

Nitzia Chama
Isadora

Nitzia is an actor, dancer, and activist from
Veracruz, México. Born to a family of artists,
poets and ballet dancers, she’s lived in Los
Angeles since around 2010, where she’s worked
as an actor as well as a producer and reporter
for Despierta América UNIVISION and as a
TV host at Despierta Los Ángeles Univision 34.

Andoni Gracia
Fray Domingo

Andoni Gracia was born in Bilbao, País Vasco,
Spain. He is an actor and writer, known for
“Futuro: 48 horas.” Since the early 2000’s, he’s
lived and worked in Los Angeles as an actor as
well as a high school tennis instructor. In
mid-2017 he was nominated for an Ariel Award
(Mexico’s version of the Oscars) for Best
Supporting Actor in “La Cuarta Compañía”

Secondary Cast
Francisco Ovalle

Israel Sáez de Miguel

Stephanie Hoston

Tsulan Cooper

Sergeant Camacho

Corporal Rigoberto

Toypurina

Richard Manriquez
Odón

Bona

Julian Garcia
Tomás

George Paez
Estanislao
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