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Synopsis
Embarrassed by her un- 1997. Los Angeles. Fresh off boat.
american look, Fen betrays Single mom. Clingy sister.
her younger sister on their
first day at church, fueling FEN navigates her first Sunday at
an unprecedented outburst church alongside her worrisome mom
since their immigration. and clingy younger sister. Fen's hope

of making new friends is soon lost
upon the embarrassing discovery of
hair lice in her sister’s hair. Turning her
frustration towards the young Ann,
Fen brings the family's underlying
tension to a beiling point.

“| thought | was ashamed of my younger
sister, but ren”y, | was ashamed of Eeing an
immigrant.”

JIEJIE is an autobiographical coming-of-age
story that explores the shame | felt as a
young girl back in 1997, first month after
immigration. This was the time period when
my two identities(Taiwanese/American)
blurred and shifted. It was a time of

Director's Statement confusion, feeling inferior, new religion, and
many hushed questions.

The film takes on a naturalistic style as it
discovers the world through the eyes of a
child, representing the Asian-American’s fresh
off boat story through an intimate family
portrait.
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Feng-1 Fiona Roan

is a writer/director based in LA. Feng-
| received her Directing MFA from
American Film Institute(AF|) with
generous scholarship of two-years
from the Mary Pickford Foundation.

Feng-l focuses on female protagonists,
exploring their relationships in an
intimate, familial, naturalistic
atmosphere.

Her debut short film PAP
SMEAR(2014) screened at the 22nd
Women Make Waves Film Festival.
Aside from film, she finds inspiration in
Emily Dickinson, Chinese Opera, and
Japanese castella.

www.fengifionaroan.com

Mianda Lu

is a graduate of the University of
International Business and Economics
in Beijing. He was also an exchange
student to Dalhousie University,
Canada, with a full schelarship from

China Scholarship Council.

Born in Dongyang, also known as the
Oriental Hollywood, he was offered his
first role at age six, and being an
outstanding producer and actor is his
ifetime venture. He served in the
producing team on BORN [N CHINA,
a US/China/UK co-production feature
film. He is currently a producing fellow
at the AFl Conservatory, and has
produced a series of successful short
films as a bilingual producer.




Michael Leung

is a graduate of the University of New
South Wales in Australia, with degrees
in Business Economics and Computer
Science. He also spent a semester at
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

At the completion of his degree, his
desire to pursue filmmaking led him to
engage with local film initiatives,
including Kino Sydney and the Sydney
Film Festival. Michael also served as
writer and director on multiple film
projects.

His crowdfunded short, HELLOS &
GOODBYES, was screened at local and
international festivals, including the
2014 Beloit International Film Festival.

Stella Zhou

has an extensive background in
dramatic writing and film studies.
After receiving her two BAs in Creative
Writing and Film Studies from a liberal
arts college, she continued her journey
in one of the best film schools in the
U.S., American Film Institute, to
pursue a MFA in Screenwriting, where
she has done many short scripts,
feature-length scripts, treatments, and
TV spec scripts.

Her one-act play, a melodramatic dark
comedy, "Matilda," won first prize at
the 43r Annual Agnes Scott's Writers'
Festival Contest, a statewide writing
competition.



Frances Chen

is born in Vancouver and raised in
Taipei, she spent her formative years
testing out different ways of telling
stories and capturing memories. After
trying her hand at writing, painting
and photography, she found her
calling in cinematography.

She graduated from New York
University's prestigious Film and
Television program and continued to
mature her cinematography at
American Film Institute Conservatory.

The short films she photographed
have been to world-reknown film
festivals such as the Cannes Film
Festival. Her work has earned her the
Nestor Almendros Award for
Outstanding Cinematography.

Mikhail Makeyev

is born in Russia, Saint-Petersburg,
Mikhail graduated from All Russian
State University of Cinematography in
Moscow (aka VGIK) with a
concentration in Producing. While
studying at LA Film School in 2008 with
a major in directing and editing, he
directed and produced his first shorts.

Later, Mikhail worked for several TV
channels and production companies in
Russia for almost 10 years. For two
years as a line producer, he controlled
the production of 300 documentaries
per year and was responsible for
reviewing the current year s budget
and planning for the next.




Yu-Hsuan Chen

is a New York based set and
production designer, originally born
and raised in Taiwan. She received her
MFA in Design for Stage and Film at
Tisch School of the Arts, NYU.

Her film experiences include set
designer in feature film KANO (Taiwan)
and Conspiracy (Taiwan). Selected
short film credits include: Léa
(Cinequest Film Festival) and All About
Marie(NY Short Film Festival). Spec
commercial "Music Everywhere" is
shortlisted at the AICP Awards and
won a prize at the Porsche Ad Awards
in Germany.

Zekun Mao

graduated from City University of
Hong Kong, with a Bachelor of Arts in
Creative Media. In 2013, two short
films, MAZE and FOLLOWING, which
were sound designed by Mao, were
selected for the 38th Hong Kong
International Film Festival,
representing City University of Hong
Kong.

This summer, she assisted the feature
film IN THE SHADOW. In the
meantime, she is editing a 12-episode
web series LET IT BE.



Main Cast

Eva Du
Harmonie Zhu

Eva is an actress, pianist, artist, Harmonie is a bilingual Chinese-
and singer. Born in Beijing, and American actress and ballet
raised in the United States. dancer. She enjoys every minute

of acting from her love for films.
Other than acting, she enjoys

playing the piano, drawing and She loves dancing in many
singing, different catagories: ballet, |yricn|,

jazz, rumba, cha cha, |1ip hup,
She also likes to pln:l':,f tennis and and contemporary.

cello. Her favorite dish is Ma La
Xiang Guo, also known as the
Spicy Dry Pot. Living with a
bilingual background has
provided me many opportunities
in the entertainment field.
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