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A closeted medical student risks being outed to her family  
the same evening a masked gunman opens fire at a gay nightclub.
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Mahaliyah is a Filmmaker from the East Bay Area. Her original pull to cinema went 
hand-in-hand with the urgency of various social issues she was raised around. One 
of her earliest memories is of surviving a mass shooting at age 5. This formative 
experience influences the stories she is compelled to tell today. She recently 

earned an MFA in Film & Television Production from USC and is currently based in 
Los Angeles, California.
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was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan. After graduating high school with honors, she was accepted to The Johns Hopkins University on the 
prestigious Gates Millennium Scholarship. She earned an M.F.A. in Film & TV Production from USC’s School of Cinematic Arts in 2016 and is currently 
working as a professional Writer, Producer, and Director in Los Angeles. As a filmmaker, she is dedicated to speaking directly to underrepresented 
and stigmatized communities while also addressing issues that undermine their growth and potential.

J A N I C E  D U N C A N  |  C O - P R O D U C E R

is a storyteller, event producer, and overall creative visionary, who seeks to change the world through spreading love and vitality. Her life and 
career goal is to curate and create projects that empower and evoke positive change within the individual and collective force. Vita has produced 
numerous films and worked on various sets, and she looks forward to expanding her breadth of knowledge and experience in producing and directing 
throughout her career.

V I T A  E S P E R A N Ç A  A M O R E  |  P R O D U C E R

was born in Brooklyn New York until the age of 8, where he then moved to Raleigh, North Carolina. He attended the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts, and gravitated fully towards Cinematography. There, he studied under professors such as Michael Chapman ASC and Thomas Ackerman 
ASC. He then furthered his education at American Film Institute for Cinematography. He has shot a number of award winning short films, music videos, 
and commercials, and currently has his first feature film in post production.

A Y I N D E  A N D E R S O N  |  D I R E C T O R  O F  P H O T O G R A P H Y

is an award-winning filmmaker, combining his backgrounds in animation and live action to build wonderfully ambitious worlds and stories. Currently, 
he pursues a Master’s Degree at the USC's School of Cinematic Arts, emphasizing in editing, directing, and writing. He is in production on several 
short films, as well as working as a freelance animator on commercials, documentaries, and more across Los Angeles. His undergraduate thesis film, 
Hands of Flame, screened around the world to an incredible response, wining jury and audience awards for best student film and best animated film.

S T E V E N  M A R K O W I T Z  |  E D I T O R



is an up and coming actress/model/producer who is taking the entertainment industry by storm. She has a well-rounded background both in front of the 
camera as well as behind the scenes. With a degree in producing, along with many years in the performing arts, she has combined her talents and 
passions to create many forms of thought-provoking content. She also has her hands in various entrepreneurial ventures. Through the growing creation 
of her platforms, her brand focuses on empowering other women to take leadership positions all around the world.

M o j a n  N o u r b a k h s h   |  S A B A



is a Latin American actress and singer from Houston, Texas. She is a graduate of the prestigious BFA Acting program of Texas State University. She 
has been professionally trained in classical theatre, Shakespeare, commedia dell’arte, and period styles just to name a few. She studied abroad in 
Stratford Upon Avon, England with the Royal Shakespeare Company studying stage combat, Shakespearean text/analysis, as well as many workshops 
including movement, voice and coaching from Jane Lapotaire. She currently calls the city of angels her home.

j o e y  m a r i e  u r b i n a  |  M A Y A



is an actress and Voice Actor. Born in Tehran, she finished her education and got her Bachelors degree both in Information Technology and French 
Language from Tehran University. She also received her Bachelor's degree in Web Design and Interactive Media from the Art Institute of California 
NOHO after she moved to the United States in 2002. She pursued her acting passion and studied acting while using her talent in extensive voice 
acting for her mastery in Farsi/Persian and French language.

S H A R A R E H  S H A H B A Z I   |  M E I R A  ( S A B A ’ S  M O T H E R )



left Iran before the revolution and went to France to study Urban Planning. He then moved to the States at the age of 27, and has been living in 
California for the past 30 years. He worked in the field of management, and had two daughters. Then, Farhad became involved in the casting of the 
movie Argo, directed by Ben Affleck. He was in charge of casting and directing the 700 extras in the movie. Farhad just finished casting the Story 
of You, and is also involved in the films The Magic Shoes, and Desert Lullabies.  

F R E D  B E R M A N   |  N A V I D  ( S A B A ’ S  F A T H E R )



has starred in a few short films. Masks was his first at the age of 7. Since then he has been in several commercials and musical plays. He enjoys 
acting, singing, dancing, playing piano and Martial Arts.

a l e x a n d e r  g u l a t i   |  j a c o b  ( S A B A ’ S  b r o t h e r )



FILM STILLS















In loving memory of the victims of the pulse nightclub shooting 
and all mass shootings across the world.


