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Photo courtsey of Jenna Ciralli

Jenna Ciralli, writer, producer, creator and actress for the short film ”Willow Creek Road” is pictured sitting on a bench at
Mallard’s Rest Campground in Paradise Valley. The film’s crew, based in Montana and New York, will return to the location in April to shoot scenes for the film.

Former Montanan plans film with local connection
By Jasmine Hall

A

Enterprise Staff Writer

t Mallard’s Rest
Campground, located
outside Livingston
off the U.S. Highway
89 South, a lone bench sits
overlooking the Yellowstone
River and offers a view of the
majestic Absaroka Mountains
against a backdrop of vast
Montana skies.
The bench, and its view, will be just
one Paradise Valley location featured in
the Montana Big Sky Film Grant recipient and Columbia University film, “Willow Creek Road,” which is scheduled to
film in both Paradise and Gallatin valleys for five days in July.
“The Paradise Valley is one of the
beautiful places in Montana,” Jenna
Ciralli, who is the creator, producer,
writer and actress for “Willow Creek
Road” said in a phone interview Friday.
“… The Gallatin and Paradise valleys
are gifts that continue to give visually.”
The story follows two women living
on a rural road in Montana. The two
Montana characters — Joey, a mother
of two, and Ruth, a lonely housewife
who’s been unsuccessful in attempts to
have children — share an unusual story.
“(Ruth) carries this painful secret in
her back pocket and becomes obsessed
with her next-door neighbor, Joey,”
Ciralli said. “She perceives (Joey) as
being neglectful — a reckless free spirit.”
The story line follows Ruth as she
integrates into the role of mother after
she picks up Joey’s children from
school.
“Ruth slowly develops this fantasy of
taking care of Joey’s children and helping them in a way she thinks her neighbor is falling short,” Ciralli said.
Vital to the story is Montana, with the
state’s beauty and setting central to the
film as a representation of women’s
relationship of desire for each other’s

Photo courtsey of Jenna Ciralli

Jenna Ciralli, a New York-based
actress, producer and writer and a former Montana resident, is pictured in
this undated photo.
lives.
“The character of Montana in our film
is about light, and space, and long
stretches of road, and huge mountains
and plains for days,” Ciralli said. “It’s a
natural backdrop for the setting of these
two women and their relationships to
one another, and longing, and their
secrets ... I think it’s a beautiful juxtaposition of inner life and outer life.”
A core team, including its director,
producer, cinematographer and assistant director, are from New York and
Colombia universities, and the group
has teamed with a Montana-based crew
and cast of local Montana actors to create the film.
Ciralli said the film was chosen for
the grant because of this New York and
Montana effort.
“What we offered was a blend of
Montana crew and New York crew,”

Ciralli said. “And we could offer the
Columbia University and NYU side of
excellence to local cast and crew in
Montana.”
Ciralli also said she believes her film
was chosen because of its unique representation of women in film.
“I think we’re part of the movement
that wants to see more complex women
on screen and tell fresh stories of women,” she said. “Because I think we really
just hit the tip of the iceberg in cinema.”
Although there is a Willow Creek
Road located north of Livingston off
Old Clyde Park Road, Ciralli said the
road will not be featured in the film.
Instead the film was titled “Willow
Creek Road” because it reminds Ciralli,
a Brooklyn resident and formerly of
Great Falls, of her Montana home and
connects her to the state.
Willow Creek holds a special importance to her because it was the name of
her uncle’s Montana ranch, located outside White Sulphur Springs, and she
also lived in Willow Creek, Montana,
for a period of time.
Ciralli said the title is also meaningful to her because “Willow” was the
name of her childhood cat and the name
of her Great Falls 4-H club.
“I think it’s part of the Montana vernacular,” she said of the title. “Both an
image you see visually of the willows
and then also it comes up in nomenclature of cities and roads.”
So far, the Mallard’s Rest bench is the
only scheduled Paradise Valley and Livingston film location, but since the
script is still evolving, Ciralli said more
Park County locations might be added.
“I’m not sure what (locations) specifically,” Ciralli said. “But we might have
some downtown shots. I think Livingston still has that old cowgirl, cowboy
identity that people once associated
with Bozeman.”
To help pay expenses not covered
under the Big Sky Film Grant, Ciralli is
still hoping to raise funds for the New
York crew’s stipend, travel, pre-production costs, location security and other
related Montana filming expenses.
To learn more about the film or to
donate to help cover “Willow Creek
Road” expenses, visit www.indiegogo.
com/projects/willow-creek-road-short-

Will Smith joins Oscars boycott; Ruffalo also considering
NEW YORK (AP) — Will
Smith says he will not attend
the Academy Awards next
month, joining his wife, Jada
Pinkett Smith, and others in
protest against two straight
years of all-white acting
nominees. Best supporting
actor nominee Mark Ruffalo
also says he’s considering
skipping the ceremony.
“My wife’s not going. It
would be awkward for me to
show up with Charlize
(Theron),” said Smith on
ABC’s “Good Morning America” on Thursday. “We’ve
discussed it, but at this current time, we’re uncomfort-

able to stand there and say
this is OK.”
Smith, who some thought
might be nominated for his
performance in the football
drama “Concussion,” said
his decision was “deeply not
about me.”
“This is about children
that are going to sit down
and they’re going to watch
the show and they’re not
going to see themselves represented,” said Smith.
Smith, who would likely
have been a sought-after
presenter at the Feb. 28 ceremony, becomes the biggest
name to join a boycott of the
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Academy Awards following
announcements by Spike Lee
(an honorary Oscar recipient this year) and Pinkett
Smith.
Ruffalo, nominated for his
performance in the newspaper drama “Spotlight,” said
Thursday that he’s mulling
joining the protest.
“I’m weighing it, that’s
where I’m at right now,”

Ruffalo told BBC News. “I
woke up in the morning
thinking, ‘What is the right
way to do this?’ Because if
you look at Martin Luther
King’s legacy, what he was
saying was that the good
people who don’t act are
much worse than the wrongdoers who are purposefully
not acting and don’t know
the right way.”
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Blue Slipper Theatre
to host 2016 season gala
By Enterprise Staff
The Blue Slipper Theatre
will celebrate its 52nd season with its annual Kick Off
Gala Saturday, Jan. 23.
At the event, the theatre
will announce its 2016 show
lineup, as well as look back
on the 2015 season with its
Donnie Awards.
Categories will be awarded Donnie Awards for best
actor in a lead role, Best
Supporting Actor, Best Technical Design and Best Director. Blue Slipper patrons will
decide the winners. The evening will also include food
and drink, as well as scenes
from the four upcoming
shows for the 2016 season.
In addition, the Slipper is
celebrating the building’s

115th year. The building was
erected in 1901. A number
or improvement projects
have taken place, including
replacement of the roof and
proscenium arch over the
stage, upgrading of the electrical and stage lighting systems, and most recently in
November 2015, new seating, a Blue Slipper Theatre
press release said.
The Blue Slipper Theatre’s
annual Kick Off Gala will be
held with happy hour at 7
p.m., followed by scenes
from 2016 season at 8 p.m.
on Saturday, Jan. 23. Reservations are highly recommended. The show might
contain adult themes and
language.
Call 222-7720 for reservations.

MSU School of Music presents
multimedia series concert
By Enterprise Staff
The School of Music at
Montana State University will
present a free concert at 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31, in Reynolds Recital Hall as part of its
ongoing multimedia series.
The concert will feature the
work of faculty performers
and composers, including
Jason Bolte, Rob Kohler,
Keith Kothman, Mary Kothman, Sarah Stoneback and
Stephen Versaevel, as well as
a piece by School of Music
graduate John Drumheller, an
MSU News Service press

release said.
Drumheller is currently on
the faculty of the University
of Colorado at Boulder, where
he teaches theory and composition.
The multimedia series features electroacoustic music
and sonic/multimedia art presented by means of an 8.1
multi-channel speaker array
and HD video projection.
For more information, contact Bolte at (406) 994-3562 or
JASONBOLTE MONTANAEDU OR
visit the School Of Music
website www.montana.edu/
music.

Coming January 28th —

Bridal Guide
If you have a business that caters to brides or one
that’s involved with receptions, the Bridal Guide
would be the ideal venue for your advertising
message because it’s available year ‘round.
Call 222-2000 or 932-5298 for more information.

