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Logdane

In this poetac, impresstomstic, ceadrstic comng=of=age fidm, Ah e, a young woman from rurad Chuna, dectdes
to cross the US—Mexaco border through the underground tunned to reumte with hee husband n the United
States. She soon readrzes the Journey 1s not about the crosstng, but about mending the discrepancies betieen

expectations and readaty once she gets thece.
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The Story

From maanstream media, 1t 15 wedd—known that thousands from Central and Latan America attempt to cross
the U.5.~Mexacan border everyy day. But as a Chanese tmmgrant myself, T was shocked to Leamm of the complex
stortes befund Clhnese migrante who endure this dangecous journey. By paying Large sums of money to Snakeheads

(enugglere), they make thetr way through Chana to enter the U.S. through the Mexican border.

Theough a personal contact, T Learmed of a Chunese mugrant who sucvaved this very crossang by dyang fuldy
wmvmecsed tn o water tank, with ondy a straw to breathe through. Lucktly, she mode 1t, but many wn the same

Journey od not. That story, her Jouney, Lngered with me.

1 coulon't help but wonder 1en't the Chinese economy booming? Aren’t there other methods to come to the
W.5.7 Why would someone r1sk s/her afe Just to come to the (1.5.7 What happens 1f they get caught? How con

they contanve to stoy n Amertca?

Whth more ceceacch, T found that the majority of those who take this daring route ace from a pactaculac regron
wn Chana codded Fuzhou. When travelang thece this past summer, T was able to conduct more cesearch and
wnterview the people there. Filled with neacly vacant villages, Fuzihou 1s curtousdy fabricated with
Westernized homes. Those that T encountered shared stortes of famudy members who hod Left for America ten to
tenty years ago, but are unable to come back. They send money back to care for thetr famtdres and butdd homes

but, they themselves are unable to travel back due to thetr complacated/undocumented status an the U.5.

Under the current polatical camate, 1t vl ondy be more diffrcult for those who want to g0 to the U.S. for a
better ife. Whtle many amnngrants are becomung more open about thetr status and strugales, the undocumented
Chunese tend to be queter and ace often disregacded. Tt 15 my hope to radse awareness to the plaght of Chunese
mgrants through this fdm.

Although Where Dreams Rest 15 a story about tmmugration, the story T want to teld 1s, n essence, also a
comng=of~oge story. 1 know farst—hand what 1t 15 Like to Leave a hometown, to expertence the cost of
ammigratang, and deading with the continual struggles to make sense of one’s identity while assimidating to
this country.

Degprte the cost of tmmugration, T always belreve that as human betngs, we have strengths that are bevond
ourselves. Only when we' re utterly devastated, ceushed, and broken, we can teudy fand our tner strength agaan—

when we rebutdd from the geound up, something beautrful always emerges.
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Michelle Sun ¥hi &

Michedle Sun was born tn Chana, grew up n Tokyo,
TJapan and New York, Untted States. She pursued
actang and psychology BFA degrees an college, then
stacted perfornmng i Off~Broadway show and

commercials after hee graduation.

Michelde Sun vastted Chana 1n 20 (\f and acted her
farst prancipal role n a 9lobaddy disterbuted
commerciad film = “Forever Young™ which screened in
TJune, 20 (S, Summer of 20 (S, she shot “BailNiao
(White Bird)” which was nominated as Official
Selectron of Becdanale Shorts 20 (6, 1t was the
ondy chanese short film that was nomnated an

20 (6. She also pactacipated tn many other Awacds
winmng projects such as “Gold Fortune” , which won

20 (7 New Era Film Festaval — Best Drama.

She produced and co~wrote a comedy sketch n the

summer of 20 (7 with hee writing pactner = “F = e

S —
“Funny Oc Die” and “Whohaha” websites. AshmNews also wrote an acticle about the cketeh as well.

She currentdy Laves and works an Los Angeles, actang for commerctals, falms and televaston.

For Fetash”, which wos featured on the home page of



2han Wong E f&

Zhan Wang, born 1 Chuna and roased 1n 1S, e fintshed
s educatron from both the New England Conservatory n
Boston and the Central Academy of Deama tn Betging,
Chana. He worked extenstvedy in theater before moved to
Los Angeles & years ag0 to pursue acting, sunce then, he
has ploved the Lead tn moce than (% short falms, most
cecentdy appeared in Fox/Marvel s “Legion” as wedd as
ploved o key role wn Anthony Meandd directed feature fidm

“Binghamton” .
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eLALNE WONG %4
Werter/Dicector

Elaine gracluatecl from Universitg of California, Irvine in 2010 where she earned a Bachelor of Art clegree
in Literary Journalism. Elaine worked as a news writer and reporter for three years. She has interned for
Scott Hamilton Kennedgi an Academg Award nominated Filmmalcer, and has also interned for producer
Janet Yang and was involved in the development of several Projects, all of them are China~Ho{]D9woocl co~
roductions. Elaine is a MFA Graduate in Film and Television Production at University of Southern
California. Her Previous short films have Premiered at festivals in San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Sacramento, New York, and Portland. She now works in &evelopment at Sun Entertainment culturej Ltd.



ANTE CHENG #3%4%.

Canematographer

Ante is from TaiPei, auscC film Pro&uc’cion MFA grad. His narrative works include Gook (Sundance 2017
NEXT audience award), Miss Purple (Sundance 2019), and Afuera (LA Film Festival 2016). He has
worked on advanced Projec’cs at USC and has had commercial success as a cinematograplﬁer. Ante is
currentlg a Projcct Involve lndepcndent cinematographg fellow.



Yuedin (Jolene) Zhao 8¢ %

Production Destgner

Yuelin (Uolene) Zhao was born and raised in Beijing, China, and left her hometown for Portlancl, Oregon
atthe age of16. with a strong Passion in storyt(—i]ing, she decided to goonan adventure in Filmmaking
without hesitation since she made her first short video in high school. She then majored in Visual Art
Media and minored in Communication at Univcrsitg of California San Diego. She is now a LA based
director and Production designer, and also a MFA Film Production candidate at University of Southern
California. Jolene believes that film is a medium where her imagjnation can come alive. She loves a wide
range of stories - from buil&ing worlds of clgstopias and Fantasy to observing People and orclinarg things.
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Mengxue Hou 1% % &
Editor

Born and raised in mainland China, Mengxue Hou is an international filmmaker in USC School of
Cinematic Arts. Her exPerience of journalism studg in undergraduate school insPirecl her to
documentarg Hmmalcing. As a stuient who'is Focusing on editing, clirecting and cinematograpl—lg, she
likes to exPeriment between fiction and non-fiction. She is a winner of student academ9 award for her

editin 4 in SIDrlhg Flower.
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Longwer Deng %p¥5 5

Sound Supecvisor

Longwei Deng was bornin Henan, China. Then he moved to Shanghai with his Fami!g when he was nine. He
came to U.5. in 2010. He studied Tclevision, Radio Film and Mathematics in Syracuse University for four
years. After graduation, he went back to China. He worked in Beijing as a scriP’cwriter for two years. He
co-wrote a Chinese hit TV show Lao Ba Dang Jia and also mu!tip[ii film scriPts with other A-class writers.
He alwags wanted to pursue his dream in clirecting, 50 l’lejoincc] SCAin 2016 SPring. During his first year
in SCA.. He made three short films. His third Projec’c, as08 Pro'cct, Thunder Lake won Best Student Film
at London lnclel:)cnclcnt Film Award in March 2017 and it was aleo Pickccl as official selections in other film
festivals. Besides clirecting, he also focused on sound, including Procluction sound, post Procluction
sound ecliting and sound mixing. He did sound on a 546 Pro'ect The Craftsman last semester. He wants to
continue his work in directing and sound for the rest of his stay at SCA.
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Peter Lom #35%

Cornposer

Born in Hong Kong, musica”g—trainccl in London and now based in Los Angclcs, Peter's multicultural
cxpcricnccs and distinctive scnsibilitg are reflected in his diverse yet uniquc musical works. He has
composcc{ music for over Fiﬁiy film and television Projccts ranging from major festivals selections such as
Cannes, Palm Springs, and Vancouver, to viral Youtube videos that gainej over five million views. He has
also been part of the music team for acclaimed shows such as Star Wars: Rebels, Jane the Virgin, and
Netflix's Makinga Murderer. Peter is a grac{uate of UsC's film scoring program.
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Lacewna Joelle Wong

Co=Producer

Lacewna s a student Emmy Award nominated falmmaker and
15 cuccentdy fantshang up hee MFA an Productaon at USC
School of Canematac Arts. Most cecentdy, she produced a
chort fdm for Pepst, Beth Hooper and the Super Awesome
Dance Battle that Saved the World!

Aried Du $:15 ¢k

Co=Froducer

Arred 15 an antemational student from Chuna, magoring an
Creative Producing and munortng an Film Studtes. She oame
to be clturaldy educated, create and support conscrous
fulme that bridge different gaps an our soctety, and offer
more compasstonate understanding towards different
communttaes. She 1s currentdy working as a short falm
programmer for the LA Astan Pacifie Fidm Festaval,, past
wintemehips include BBC Workdwide Productions, Falm
Independent (Spieat Awards 20 (6 and LA Film Festival
20 (6), and acetstang intemational disteibution of Hunger

Gomes 1 China.
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ANARDS and OFFLCTAL SELECTION

S— Zuax Wine 20 (9 Maderd Intemational Falm Festaval,
Maderd, Span

20 (9 Dances with Fidvs, Los Angeles, CA
20 (9 NOT FILM FEST, Ttady

20 (9 Woods Hole Falm Festaval, Cape Cod, MA
20 (9 Hong Kong Puff Undecground Frlm Festaval,
Hong Kong

v &2
Yy where dreams go
AN wego

20 (9 DC Actan Pactfrc Amertcan Falm Festavad,
Washington D.C.
20 (9 USC Farst Look Festaval, Los Angeles—

Outetanding Achtevement n Screenwritang

20 (& Watereprite: Cambridge Intemational A D “WRREBREANSRST” WIEHELESB0. 200N WARG
L o PETERLAM s JLENE YOELN 28 e NENGKUE 0D
I T N — = soons syt o LONSWEL DENG | porsow e pesscaone ANTE CHENG
Student Falm Festaval, UK. = Best Cinematography — T
s 1) CEEILIABOA o ISELETONG
Award - T )
20 (8 Lady Filmmakers Festavad, Beverdy Hills, CA T e

= Best Supportang Actor = Zhan Wang

Webstte: Wttps://chinclusive.com/

Focebook: Wt tps://www.facebook.com/wheredreamsrest fulim/

Poster Destgn by: https://placebostudio. tw/
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