


LOGLINE
After attending a friends perfect wedding, commit-
ment-averse Christine is forced to make a life-changing 
decision when her boyfriend Alex proposes to her.

SYNOPSIS

SHORT SYNOPSIS
After attending their friends’ perfect wedding, Christine 
is forced to consider the future of her own relationship 
when her hopeless romantic boyfriend Alex proposes. 
When Christine is unable to say yes, Alex makes it worse 
by giving her an ultimatum: either get engaged or break 
up right now.

LONG SYNOPSIS
After attending a friends perfect wedding, Christine, a 
commitment-averse 30 year old, finds herself in a much 
avoided situation when Alex, her hopeless-romantic 
boyfriend of 2 years, proposes to her. Unable to give an 
answer, Christine is forced into a tough position when 
Alex starts packing his bags. Trying to stop him from 
leaving, Christine has an emotional breakdown that 
inevitably leads to the two of them finally being hon-
est about how they really feel about the other. As thier 
pointed insults become more personal it is clear that ei-
ther this is going to end in a real break up or possibly the 
best sex of their lives.



One of the biggest reasons why I love this idea is that the story was born out of my first year living alone in LA next 
door to two extremely broken and co-dependent people. They were in a relationship so dysfunctional that the only 
thing keeping them together was loud post-argument sex at three in the morning. Having just gotten out of my first 
real relationship, I could see myself in them, but as if they were a funhouse mirror of what my relationship could have 
looked like. I was so inspired by them that I wrote 2 songs, transcribed their arguments, and chose them to base my 
thesis film off of.

One of the reasons why I want to tell this story is because I struggle with the concept of true love. Finding “the one” 
is the one thing that every little girl feels is promised to her as a kid, but when you enter the real world you realize 
that life is full of fear, loneliness, and people settling. I myself struggle with my own idealistic hopes of true love and 
how they conflict with my cynicism and my career path and again, my fear of settling. I feel that most of us buy into 
soulmates and marriage even when we know there’s a huge possibility that our relationship won’t work out, but for 
some reason we allow ourselves to be vulnerable and invest so much time in a “one” as a way to reject time spent 
alone. This story is about two people who have two very different concepts of what a loving relationship is and 
despite their best efforts to try to take a stance in what they want for their own future they just end up doing what 
most people do when they don’t want to be alone… they have sex.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT:



JACK DE SENA
Jack De Sena got his start on Nickelodeon as a cast 
member on All That and the voice of Sokka on Avatar: 
The Last Airbender. He currently voices Callum on 
Netflix’s The Dragon Prince. Other credits include 
Hulu’s Battleground, Veep, 100 Things To Do Before 
High School. He is the Jack half of the sketch comedy 
duo Chris & Jack.

BRITTANY RENEE FINAMORE
Brittany Renée Finamore is an American actress from 
Los Angeles California. She began her career on hit TV 
shows like Malcolm in the Middle, Gilmore Girls, and 
Glee.  You can see her as the lead in the horror films 
Pulse 2 and Forget Me Not. Go Back to China is her 
latest supporting role and will be available soon on 
Amazon Prime. In her spare time Brittany loves to travel, 
cook, and hang out at Disneyland.  She adopted a cat 
named Figaro who pees in the toilet and she loves all 
things cat related. 
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PORTLYNN TAGAVI
Portlynn is a recent graduate of the AFI Masters Directing Program where she 
developed her skills as a writer and director for narrative film. Originally from Houston 
Texas, Portlynn moved out to California in 2010 to study Character Animation at the 
California Institute of the Arts. During her studies, she interned with Pixar Studios 
where she developing her skills in visual language and narrative structure. Before 
attending AFI she spent three years working professionally as a Character and 
Story Artist for Fox, Paramount, Psyop, the Jim Henson Company (SPLASH AND 
BUBBLES) and DreamWorks (TROLLS: THE BEAT GOES ON!) before making the 
jump to live action directing.

Director

BRANDON GALE
Brandon Gale is a native of Los Angeles and a graduate of Brandeis University, where 
he majored in both International & Global Studies and Film, Television & Media 
Studies. At Brandeis, he wrote, produced and directed a short film called LIFE IN 
THE WOOD. He also produced and co-wrote another short film, ABSTRACT. Since 
graduation, he has been working as a paralegal in New York while moonlighting as 
a screenwriter and script doctor. He has worked closely with writers from various 
countries on their work and served as an editor and script supervisor on the set of 
the short film DERELICT in Baltimore.

Co-Writer

RICHARD BAILEY
Richard Bailey is a graduate of the American Film Institute (AFI) with a Master of 
Fine Arts (MFA) degree in Producing. He also holds a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree 
in Communication Studies, Screen Arts & Culture from the University of Michigan. 
Bailey produced three cycle projects (Ghosts, That Far, and Baked), and one MOS 
(My Man) at the American Film Institute (AFI). Bailey interned in feature development 
at Blumhouse Productions, and 42 Management and Productions (2018-2019). He 
also interned in post-production at Intersport, a sports media company in Chicago. 
Bailey also worked at the University of Michigan’s WOLV-TV as a producer & director 
for the sports comedy show ULTIMATE SPORTS SHOW, which won best show of 
the year (2017). He also produced & performed in a documentary parody, 17 For 38: 
The Dorm Basketball Duel. 

Producer



DELANEY O’BRIEN
Delaney O’Brien is an American Film Institute (AFI) graduate with an MFA in 
Cinematography. She also holds a BFA in Film and Digital Media from Baylor 
University. Delaney had the opportunity to work on several feature films while at 
Baylor before moving to New York to complete her degree and intern at a post 
production house. She worked in New York for five years at both a mixed media 
production company and an advertising agency. She now lives in Los Angeles and 
her work has been in the camera department for a number of music videos for artists 
DNCE, Sum 41, Kris Wu, Megan Trainor and Skip Marley. She recently worked as 
one of the camera operators for a piece with Lena Dunham and Miranda July. She 
lensed several short films prior to attending AFI including WESTERN WAGONS and 
DISHES. While at AFI she lensed four narrative short films and two films on 35mm. 
She was able to develop her skills for underwater filming for her AFI short, WHEN 
WE SWIM. Delaney is also an avid stills photographer, working mostly in medium 
format. Her work as an artist and cinematographer is featured on VoyageLA.

Cinematographer

FARZAD KIYAFAR
Farzad Kiyafar is an Iranian filmmaker and editor who lives in Los Angeles & Seattle 
and earned his BA in Film and his MFA in Theatre from University of Art, Tehran. He 
also studied filmmaking and Television at Sheridan College in Canada. He directed 
and edited a few short films in Iran and Canada. His 35-minute film SOMEONE’S GOT 
TO TALK won the best film in FCI in Montreal and the student award in Tehran. He also 
worked as a videographer and editor at the Toronto International Film Festival.

Editor
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The characters and events depicted in this motion picture are fictitious. Any similarity to actual 
persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

		
This motion picture is the property of the American Film Institute and is protected under the 

copyright laws of the United States and other countries. Unauthorized duplication, distribution 
or exhibition may result in civil liability and criminal prosecution.

		
		

Produced at the AFI Conservatory in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of 
Fine Arts Degree or Certificate of Completion.
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