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Adrian Martinez has over 100+ television and film credits including several standout sidekick roles
including “Focus” opposite Will Smith and Margot Robbie, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” opposite
Ben Stiller, ”Casa de mi Padre” opposite ‘Mexican’ Will Ferrell and “I Feel Pretty,” as Amy Schumer’s

office buddy, ‘Mason’.

Martinez most recently starred on the Cobie Smulders-led ABC series “Stumptown” based on the
graphic novel by the same name. On the film front, he also most recently played the role of the dog-
catching villain ‘Elliot,” in the live-action/CG hybrid update of the animated classic, “Lady and the
Tramp,” on Disney+ earning him a “Best Actor — Feature Film” nomination for the 2020 Imagen
Awards. Next up, Martinez will release his directorial debut, “iGilbert,” a drama feature he wrote

starring himself, Dascha Polanco (“Orange is the New Black”) and Raul Castillo (“Looking”).
Martinez is also know for series regular roles on television shows such as the CBS All Access comedy,
“No Activity” produced by Will Ferrell and Funny or Die, as well as the computer hacker, ‘Dumont’ in the

NBC spin-off, “The Blacklist: Redemption” opposite Famke Janssen and Ryan Eggold.

When he isn’t filming his current television show in LA, Mr. Martinez resides in a Whole Foods in New
York City. LOL.
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Back to One, Episode 92: Adrian Martinez
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Martinez listed Robert DeNiro and Anthony Hopkins as his dream acting partners.
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AFTERBUZZITW

THE EXFPN OF TV TALK

g

Adrian Martinez guests on Stumptown Season 1 Episode 6 "Dex, Drugs, and Rock &
Roll* | AfterBuzz TV
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Jadn Chae Jones, Oliver Drennan, and special guest Adrian Martinez 10 break down episods & of
Stumptown!
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Stumptown star Adrian Martinez makes
directing debut with iGilbert

siar of such films as L and Dismey's
Iva-achon remake o | falke 1o us aboul hig role on TV sefias
, Writimg and direciing his (st feabune lilm and lessons Barned |;|1_:|:|.|||'=|

his indie project off the grownd

Fhoto Credit Dana Ragland



Adrian Martinez is a prolific actor across film and television, dancing eficriiassly back and
loith across the kne between comaedy and drama. He's a characier acior who 1S a big
charactar in his own righl. Having watched some of his previous inferviews, | was
anticipating a playful expariance during our chal, sa when | icéd him | had some questions
lingstd wp, his response didn'l disappoint,

"Sure, as long as it has nothing o do with acting or the film business.”

Fortunately for me, e did indeed open up about his expanence in the film business,
especially about the making of his debul fealure as writer/director (Gillbert. First of all,
though, | ask if his work has been impacted by coronavirus, and how he's kepl himsell busy
chuiring quararting,

*Yes, it has had an impact on me. | was schedulad 1o do a mowe in Venezuela with actor,
Jobin Loguizame, and that got shelved because of COVID. Then, we wera supposed to star
season 2 of Siomoiog in Juby and here wa are in September sl walling, Il has had s
eftects, yes. 've been reduced o doing monologues in Times Squeare wilh the iffle coin cup
in frant of ma, bua it is what it s

Im fact, the native Mew Yorker has been busy, lar from Timaes Sguane, writing a maw feaiure.
It's great to hear that at a time whaen some creatives are feeling the pressure (o be
productive during this unexpected time, Martinaz has bean able 1o be exacily thal.

"Orson Welles once said, The enaemy of art is the absence of Emitaticns'. In the midst of
COVID, can you dig deaper and find something to do creatively in this climate? For me, the
answer is yes. I we didn’t have these obstacles, then we would be forcad 10 just spand a hot
of maney and make it easy, but now we have to dig deeper. That's the chalienge for
everyone who's Creative right now, It's 51ill possible.

I've written a film script called Gabacha which is Spanish stang for a white person, In this
case, it's ironic because the Gabacho will be played by me, a sell-loathing Lating, who gets
deported from the States, winds up n Mexeco and then bafriends all the pecple he hatles (o
get back to the Siales. It's a satirical ook at race and dantity. I'm in the middia of hawving
meatings, raising funding lor that. Wish me wall because i1's a funny as hell mowie.”

Az an actor, nght bafore the virus struck, Martinez was preparing for shooting the second
series of Sfomoiown, the story of a sharp-witied Maring veleran who becomes & provate
investigator played by Cobve Smuldeis. Nol only was the series picked up for a second
saason, but Martina2's characiar Tookie has also been axpanded. What's it like waiting to
discover the fate of your character?



"I havea had tha blessing of being able to work with ihe executive producers in a vary opan
Torur. | getch thesn adeas. | send them wdass all the tirme a amail. Thes'ren Los Angeias
I'mn hvizre 0 Mesw York, but # doesn't matter, We Skype, we email and | pitch them all ideas for

miy character Tookis,

‘For those of you wino haven't watched this show Tookin's wile cheated on him. | can't
magine why, | was loving and faithful and great in bed [laughs], but thess it is. What
happeans to Tookie now? Does he wind up with har again? Is Tookie on eHarmony ar any
dating aog that you might haee i Londao? Doas he seipa the wiong way The possddities
are endless

Tha sanas i basad on a graphic fdvel wiitlen by Greg Rucka, in whech Tooke doas niot
feature as a characies, and has instead bean created lor the television show, Does That offer
him a sense of freedom with the character perhaps not enjoved by his cast mates wha have
a clear reference paoint for thair role?

ou make it work aither way. I there was a real Toowss, 'd be m Portand and falkirg 1o kim
gludhying him and examining how he speaks and all the rest, but the tact thal there isn't s a
blank slate. I've dona mast of my best woek with improvisation, | ihink of a movie called

that | did wilih | arvd . wiharé most of whal | did was
amprovisad ar just a leap off e dialogus with , Bamsa thing. | did

a lod ol improvisation thare, I's how my brain works.



“You ask, ‘Is i okay i we try | ihis way or that way? I1's harder in 12levison because there
are siandards. practices, and all that, bud If you have the right creator of tha show i your
Corner, if rmakes it a ol easar | was pbchang [&E1 yoar avery woek, overy
episode, Whal it Tookie did this™ Some of it stuck fo the wall and some of it didn'i, bud it's
my obligation to gel it oul of my head and out of my heart because that way. 'm nol
wwarsthering, "Dasmn il, wihat il wea had just done—" [ doan’t ke thal. Just ged it oul of he way

Just say i

Spaaking ol gatting it out of his haad and heart, | ask what inspired him o write and direct
s el lealure - inwhich he also slars - he story of a 39-year ald lones g with

his mothar, fearful of ife and peoplhs yet starving for human connection

‘This Is a trye siory. | was sithing in & subyway here n Mew York, There was a beayiiful
waman sitling diagonally across from me, right nest 1o tha door. This guy walked inta the car
and ha walked up to her and just started (aking photos right up o ber faca. She was Bka
Wwihal the fuck are you doing? Very upsel. The next rain siop, e gets off, That was it, | just
warsthaned, ‘whd is 18IS guy'? Why do you think hat you could just complataty abjachily
someEone that easaly, that guickly? He wasn't emational o iaughing, He was jusl dead. | pust

wandared abouwl that



I've geen it a few fimes, [Us! people just taking pholos of people without thair parmission or
amnylhang. | jusl wondared about of. | don know il you've Seen i L7 im hatifix
| encourage you o see 1. I's about social media and (his ever-increasing dehumanization
fhat's going on and how the focus ssems to be on surface connection instead of rue
hiurman condection, and is humardly al risk o being lost dunng this baltle’?

Eihert ls my atlempl &t addressing one persen's journey where he becomes completely
ost and just seaing women as objects that he uses to fead his lonalinees, but, of courssa, i
doasn'l wiork and i leads 10 calastrophic consaquencas in his lile. | jusl fell compalled o do
il because | have a young daughter and I'm wondening whai kind of men is she going o be
ieft o decide who she spends & Bfe with if we're so indoctrinaled and just (aking pictures
and just obecttying aach other? Thal was [he baginfing of iL"

With inspiratsan 0 placa, than camss ihe lask of wnling scnpl. Marting2 worked an the slory
over & monthg, and even wicle some scenas worked on in a winbing Qroaup led by

the Oecar-nominated writer for [he Malors el bt o wrile the whole schipl
Tcxok Rl st ane waakand Then came duracting the placa. With all axparenca as an achor
O S0 mEEnYy different seis, ware ihere any insights into directing thal proved particislary
valuable to him?



Ve, In 20713, 1 gid I i with He produced i, he
direcled it, and siarred in il. He was involved from Sam uniil 18 hours laler. I've never seen a
guy work harder al anything in ks e, Ha was so maliculous abioul everything and so
comimibed 1o making ths the best movie e could. He would be in a scene willh ma and
i i wiolilcl |ust check e mombon, and he would De SIgming papars. and he would e

alking bo his producer abou the maxt satup, and bow we 0] a locabion and he would {ske
Gl and handle i He was juel relantiass, ke a machine

“That really informed me about the challenge of directing and starring in a movie. | really
soaked hat in. To be honast, iGibert almost kKilled me becausa | wiole, producad, starmad
and directed it Ik was a shoestring budgel 1{ was a really difficull shootl. My DP left a weak
before day one, | wound up findeng my DP on Craigsist [chuckles]. Localions came and
wand, aciors cama and weanl, crew came and wenl. When you canl really pay peaple whal
thay're used o, | undarsiand we'ra all Inang 19 sufaed, Dul 1 was ditbaull. 1 ok ds tall.”

Froduction difficulties aside - Martinez 5 clear he doas not want to produce a mavie he's
slarring in again - kor an expanence actor urmad hrat-time deracior, woarking will the acbors
must have Desan LELL Ly

It was the one thing | could delinitety say | got right, because | 1owe actors and | lowve how
courageacus (hey ame. It seams easy in Some sense, bul it's nol. [1's hard o reveal yoursed! in
Iranl ©f & Crény and camera and just be complélely raw and naked with peopls you barehy
know. | was fortunale (o have a wonderful cast

IS my leading lady, a wonderfully gifted actress. There was one scene. |t
was between herand - : also a wonderful acior, who plays the bad guy in the
mowie, The deay thay lirsl mal, hey had 1o 30 a love stene in a badroom thal gets very
heated and passionale and becomes somawhat viohenl. Thare was no time lor rehaarsal
They literally just jumped off the edge and inio the deep water, and they swam beautifully
[1's & greal seane in the mowe, One of iy lavouriles. | undarstand how hard it s, haw Brave

gy arg, and | really appraciale the crall”



1 do wanl o direct again, | want 1o direct my scripl of Gabacha. It isn an age thing, s
really mone about protecling the plece, DeCaese once [(he dirgctor directs the movee, they
really can manipulate it in the edit to thair own story, and thaere are a lot of stories of this

hapganmng in Hollywood whesd you don' aven recogmss the scnpt anymore. [1's raally st
about protecting someining | wrole anduously over a long pencd of time, and MEKING SUng
that my vision is out there on the scraen, | would love 1o direct Gabacho, I'm just not going

I Pul vy Sen Moy inld il this tirme |laughs).

A5 The direcior ol s own scrpl, i is nstance, e was abie 1o manipulais He el plece
how he saw fit, A crucial plece of the puzzie for Martiner was the score

I had a hard trme 1|r1ﬂ|lr"g [FE FIGRT LseS 1ar it bdcdims thal ana to-Dud el (e INass, Yo
really have 1o rely so much on the music, The musis helps really (8l the story, | lew 1o Spain
ance to meel wilh [hesa composans, just irying 1o work samething out, and il lell hrough
Theay warnied mane manday than God reeds, and it just dida’t work ot

“Then | was filming Disney+'5 remake of remig in Savannagh, Georgia, |had a
day ofl and (hey have a hilrm bestival thare, SCAL, and | gol imdaled 10 Qo see 8 moyie jhane
' walking over. and a couple of peopla recagneead me, and they Said. Hey, we actually
weanted you to do a movie with ws " Then a very lamous film critic was fhere &nd he said, °|
kinow Yo, yes, You're okay’. Then | just Blurted out, "Dioas anybody know of & composar hal
always dadivars!y



"They said, ‘Oh, yas, our riard | IS amazxing Chack him out, he's in MNew York'. |:m
i My York 20 | reached oul 10 Gl Talmd, and | seaEar B i, | sobbed, I'm GEtrng
emolonal now Decause wihen he did the first PESS 0N e mueges, | ara tbad him by the face

and | said, ' have @ moyie now. | have a movie!’ s so deliciows, and beautiful, amd mayving,
and 11 really just puts ihe story togathor Thal was a big deal In post-production 1lr'-l“‘.-ll'll_; th
right composer. Huge thanks alsa 1o and wiha also added

miusic o tha fdim.”

Whean il came o the edit, Mariinez hag two ditferent ediiors work on the film
and wath varying backgrounds in ilm and telavision - someathing
that influeenced the final edit of the filn



"It weas mteresting bacausea | had the lirst pass, tha aditing was dane by a man, wiho mosily
works in television, and them the second pass was done by & woman who mastly works in
feature films. There had been a good chunk of lime that had passed between the two, and
thery Both brought diferent assihatics and perspective 1o it, and i really wound up beng
hialpdul,

Mo, | dom't know if 11 do that agam, Dul it was ineresting how one was very sort of nuts
and bofts, and the other one would look at different takes thal were more nuanced and
crazy. Amaway, il was sort of ke grab the best of the best, and now wa have a movie. |
think, hopefully, ondy | can tell becauss it looks pretty seamless. bul it's very interesting
saaing two dilferent parspectivas, from two ditfferent kinds of exparis going at i1

Post-production on the film was completed in Juby and it has already be accepled into some
film festivals which are yet to be announced. Has he had the opportunity 10 screen for an
audience just yet?

I've Dean a real - what's the ward? | don't wani to say dick, but ves, I've been a real dick
about it 've shown it 10 a few people, like some wonderlully acclaimed A-list direclors
types that you know. They've been very, very supportive, and they love the mowie, That got
mie faeling, "Okay, et rma just take a deap breath and jump with this, and start submitting to
festivals'. | think it's not going o ba sean anywhere until | have a world premier lined up,
and than I'l have a private screening with cast and crew, if we can still actually go
anywhera. That's the thing, it's crazy mow with COVID, but we'll sae how it plays out.”



With the T8 rescy for 1he woold, and OVBENCOMING Soane o the challangas faced whiks

making it, what advice would Martinez go back and give himself at the start of the praject?
| would say that when you cast a mowvia. you don'l just casi the aciors, you casl ine crew
It's essential b hire people that will be thera for you from the beginning o the mididie 1o the
end, that bekiave i your project beyond whalever maney they're going to maks, @nd thal
are actually comminad 10 e vision of what you'ns Iring 1o do

It rexally i like cpoeng off toowar When you're in the pit and you're shoating a1 the and, o
dan wanl the guy nexl o you 1o be like, 'This is getling a little cray cray, you rever said
thera'd be diri. I'm going io leave now'. You don't want that guy [laughier]. You wani the
guys like, ‘Here's more ammeg, let's gel this right’. That's certainly going o be ihe case on
Gahacho, hopalully, knock on wood,”

[View online here]



N JCHESE

TANITO & f




STORMI MAYA Y ADRIAN MARTINEZ | GENIAL O MAL!




DirectSubmir

MY L ety

MOVICE

ABC’s Stumptown Actor Adrian
Martinez: Don’t Limit Yourself

liana Fapp F 3 v @ in

ARLC acior, Stumplown's Adman Marlinez, has muddied blumed lnes B mone ways than gne

First, bk has testad tho boundanas of being an actor by bacoming an actor who also produces and dinscts
Second, he has erased the categary of being an ethnic ador withoul annihilating his heritage

Adrian has an importan message — Don't Tmit yourself,

All of this In whet seems o be one swoop of & fullilling career. Let's gal some more Information from Adrian
Martinez about how he operates in this frenzied workd we call show business.

Yau're currantly in ABC's new erlma drama serles Stumptown alongside Cable Smulders, Jake Johnzon,
and Michael Ealy. Your character, Tookla, runs a taco foeod truck and dehses fnto making the truck stand out
by Iinventing different recipes. Toll us about your auditien and how your character has evolved since you
first got the part. EStumplownABC



My audition for “Stumpbown” was short and sweet, my agenl olid me aboul i, | did a sell-lape for it in New York and
wikss hingd off of thal. The producers were already fans from my work in movies like “Foous,” with Will Smith and |
Foel Pretly” with Amy Schumer, 0 when they saw the self-tape, thay wene like, "0Oh, yeah, THAT guy.” LOL, There
wine casting sessions already plannad in other ities, bat they called after my lape submission which made my
agent happy, LOL,

What can we sea in the near future for Tookla?

Tookie s making his way throwgh Stumplown beyond the food truck,
a5 his relationships with Dex, Cosgrove and Ansal evolve and grow.
I've bean allowed b pibch dialogue and plot suggestions to the
crealons of the show — a very big deal that represents their faith in
me.

You wrote, directed and starmed in a movie called iGitbert and
play lead role opposite Dascha Polanco of Orange is the New
Black and Raul Castillo of El Chicano. What's it like directing a
fitm that you're also in?

“HGilbart” almbst killed ma 1o be hanasd. | wrote, produted, stanad
and deracted it. The stress was exhausting. | sold my property bo finance i§ entiraly, so the stakes ramain high.
Transitioning bedwean actor and director was not a probleam; i cama naturally to me but produecing “iGilbert” was a
graat pain. Having to sign paymoll checks moments bafore an emotional scene that | was acting in, is something |
would not recommeend. Plus, since it was a low budget, some cast and craw would leave production for greaner
pasiures, leaving the rast of us stressed out and scrambling for ways to keep tha ship afloat. In the end, it's a
tarrific movie, reminding me of Ehat famows quote, “padn is temporary, But fim asts. forever,”

iGilbert slarbad like this:

I was sitting on the NYC sulbswsay; | practically live on the trains, I'm on them so much —when | saw a guy walk up ko
a womnan, a stranges bo him — and start taking photos of har rght in her faca. Feeling cbjectfied, shea said, “What
the feck are you doing?!”™ The man sald nothing, checked the photes he had just taken from her, and calmly walked
off the train. And | thought, “Wow. Who (s that guy? Why does he think he has the right to da that? When did the
pratly waman opposile him on the frain stop being human, and start being an object he could photagraph and
manipulaie? YWhere does thal come from, and where is i going ¥ And | keep seeing if. | saw it today— men taking
photos of women or of other mean, without emaotion, without consclence, withoul fear of consegquence, withou
subitlaty, or with [i—- SNAP, SNAR. SMNAPR, And | couldnl stop thinking about iL | hawe a young daughter. She is
beautiul and she will alsays ba beawliful by ary definiton. Who (= golng 1o be laking her photo on the train? Wil
we hawve reached a polnt as a society that the photo is just the beginming? Will she be safa? WHAT-IS-
HAFPENING, and whene are we golng with all this? In New York stete, it is legal to take a phole of Sormeons
withiul thalr permizaion. So, what | the guy taking the phobos, was me? | had reached & ot in my life whene | feit
alienated from the raat of the wand, What, | thought, (& my place in the wiord?

I decuded thal the smart phones of loday, despite all Bs bells and whislies, can lor some people be a melaphor for
alienation and lonaliness, Technodogy can alzo save and expand lives, Bul where are the safety zones to keep us
From going nuls ong way or the other? Whal was designed to gel us more coanecled as a sociely- smart phones,
tablels— seims 1o also be quickly separaing us from who we really ane as a species, And in the case of Gilberl, my
protagonisl, technology is a dance on the fringes of salvation and destruction. The viewer is lefl 1o decide for
himsell, where he wanls 1o dance in the long run, and at what price,

You have your own production company called Paloma Pictures, At what point in your career did you start
thie company ¥ How'd you coma up with the name? What will we see next from Paloma Plctures?

Paloma Pictures is named after my daughber; whosa optimésm and tatent inspires me every day. | staried the
company in 2016, and I'm develoging film and TV projecis with studios; there will be a big announcement in 2020,



You also star as 'Elliot’ the dog catcher in the CGl and lve-
action re-imagining of Disney's Lady and the Tramp which was
released on Disney+, @disneyplus

a) What was it like working for a platform that hadn't yet made a
debiut?

b} Describe your work on Lady and the Tramp. Tell us
avarything in the making of your role,

*Lady and the Tramp® is a very spacial projeci. Being a Disney villain
in & timeless classic i wonderful. They had me at “Disney” and thare
wis o doubt in my mind that Cisney+ would do well, and il has.
Exciting siuff. The shoot was In the summes and November last year
in Savannah, Georgla, It was HOT! Chasing Lady and Tramp, pleyed wonderfully by Rlose and Monte, was no [oke.
Espescially In a corduroy suit from 1810, than having to sprng after GGl dogs for somea shots. All the cradit belongs
ko thedr trainans Mark and Matilde who have more patience than amyona I've ever met aver, And of course, our
pearess direcior, Charlie Bean. 'We blocked and refvearsed the scenes with the dogs so they would gat
accusiomed 1o me &s & person, and not 83 just some vilain chasing them on the shoot day, The dogs are rescues
and were picked fram over 300 dogs! The trainers wera there the wihole time, instructing the dogs on where 1o
o, when to mose, how o react 1o me, ale. |t takes great palience on evenyona's part, buf the end result is
amazing,

in & world where show business ks working on belng more diverse, it stlll appears that there's a long road
ahead. What are your theughis on this T What's it like baing a Hispanic actor?

i honestly don't see mysell as a “Hispanic acior;” that's too limiting. I'm an actor. Period. You don't see white actors
gatng around saying, “I'm a white actor.” They call themsalves “actors’ and no one quastions it s ACTING, and |
can play any role from any place [ust ke anyone else. My approach, my mindset, has abvays been, *l belong
here,” and fry reps and the casting community undargtand that and bo thedr credit, get me i the mom sa | can
prowe it, My last thres roles in movies have beaen Farhad in “Focus,” Mason in *1 Feel Prelty,” and Elliot in *Lady and
the Tramp.* Mot exacily Hispanic, lal, but ves, I'm proud of my herlage and I'm bringing 8 io “Stumptown® on ABC
as Tookie',

Adrian Martinez, Phate by Diana Ragiand,

You are a btrua New Yorker. What if you get a job outside of your home base7
Who pays for air, hotel, etc.?

I'm based in Mow York, | don’l go anywhete unless someons eése pays for il, but
that's a park I've samad over years of consistently good wark. If you're starting oul
and hava the maans. | would fiy o an audition i # guarantess ma a face-to-face
with the director. Remembar, you cannot $o adjustmants in a self-tapa, and
somatimes the directors: don’l @ven see them. | was invited o do a self-tape for
“Casa de Mi Padre” starring Will Ferredl, | asked my agent if the direcior was
having a casling session in LA, When | haard ha was, | flaw mysalf out thera,
crushad the audition and booked if; | flew back to Hew York with a smile on my
face. Another tima, 1 did the same thing and did not book it, bul | have no regrets.
I'm going to bat an my lalent every tima.

What's It like doing appearances for the productions you've been in¥?

Doing priess is a privilege and an obligation | take senously, The aclor is being asked to halp get the word oul on
thasir project, in @ very compelitive industny filled with hundreds of shows and movies, | do whalever | nesed to do o
help. For studios and TV, yes, they treal you right, bul all of | is negolised with your reps. You should have a
lawayar io chisck e fine print. Bul Pyve always baen ireéaled well— TNirst class Aights, car sendace, per diem, five-siar
haobels, grean moms equipped with WHATEVER you wanl, red carpals with media, And depending on the job, | can
sometemes bring along a plus one,

Do you have any hobbies that do not include anything to do with the entertainmaent field?
I'm drawn to nature and tha ars. You can lsam a lol about acting on tha fifth floor of MoMa slaring at the classics

by Picasso, Matisse, Cézanne, Sigueiros, ato. | love the botanical gardens in the Brone and Brooklyn, and the
coean in LA,



What advice can you give to actors who are just breaking Into the fleld today?

Acting professionally ks a privilege; naver forgel that. Mo one cwes you anything. Persevera. Show up prepared and
on lime; thare are mo excuses. If things aren't going right or not going on your timeline, remembar— no one gives a

shit. WORK HARDER. Take in Ba besides acting. Get off the phone and small 8 rose. Devalop your own projacts

and shoat them. You don't need anyomne’s permission bo actualize your dreams.

Your can find Adrisn Martinaz on instegrem.
Advarn Martinez, Phalo by Diana Ragland.

ADRIAN MARTINEZ BIOGRAPHY

Adrian Marinez has over 100 film and tebevision cradits, incduding several
standout sidekick roles, such as “Focus,” opposite Wil Smith and Margot Riobbia;
“The Sacret Lite of Walter Mitty." opposiie Ban Stiller; “Casa de mi Padre,”
opposite Will Feredl; and “| Feal Pretty.” as Amy Schumer's office buddy Mason.

Marlinez can be seen in the rola of the dog-catching villaén Elliot in the live-
action'CGE hybrid update of the animated classic “Lady and the Tramip,” sireaming
on Disnay+. He'll make his direciorial debut with the pramiers of *IGibar.® a
drarma fealure he wrobe siarring himsealf, Dascha Polance ("Orange s the New

Black”) and Raul Castilio (“Looking”).
Martinez is also known Tof senes-reguiar roles on televigion shows such as the
CBS All Aconss comedy No Activity,” produced by Will Ferrell and Funny or Die,
as well ps the computer hacker Durmant in the NBC spenofl “The Blacklist:
Redemplion,” opposis Famke Janssen and Ryan Eggokl,

Marlinaz is Muent in both English and Spanish and resides in Mew York Cily.

[View online here]
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'Stumptown' star Adrian Martinez teases
Tookie's dark secrets, asks people to tune in to
ABC dramedy for 'the Avenger'

By Mangala Dilip 'F

All fans of 'Stumptown’ graphic novel series already have September 25, 2019,

marked on their calendars, but the rest of us need to take a note of the date too.
ABC is premiering Jason Richman's televised version of the series on the said date,

and starring as the badass protagonist Dex Parios i1s Cobie Smulders aka Robin from

"How | Met Your Mother' aka Agent Mariah Hill from the Marvel movies.



A private invastigator with PTSD, a gambling problem and a penchant for justice,
Dex's life is constantly in danger, but thankfully she has a guardian angel in Tookie,
played by Adrian Martinez. The hilarious Latino actor tells MEA WorldWide how it
was clear even at the script stage that he needed to be the caring, loving figure in
the life of Dex, who is very clearly a loose cannon.

“She has different sexual partners and she’s out there risking her life to help solve
these cases, And in the meantime, she comes to me for advice and she comes to
me for guidance. | have this Guardian Angel approach to remind her, ‘Listen, you got
to be careful because things can happen that everybody is going to be on the good
side of things,'" explains Martinez, adding that the emotional hook for the character
was that he's trying to protect her.
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Along with being the comic relief in the series, Martinez's Tookie is also a very
relatable character on the show. " | think everyone has someone in their life they
look out for, you know? Parents look after the kids or sometimes kids look after their
parents. There's always someone you worry about, there is always someone that you
care for, you look out for and so | think the audience will relate an that level and
Tookie's also a very funny character,” he elaborates, adding how there is going to be
a lot of action and there’s going to be a lot of drama, and there is also going 1o be



a lot of action and there's going to be a lot of drama, and there is also going to be
comedic relief that he hopes to bring to the character, which does not exist in the
comic book universe created by Greg Rucka.

Martinez is locking at Tookie's absence in the graphic novels as an opportunity to
bring something fresh and new to 'Stumptown'.

"1 was assured by the creative team that Tookie will be a three-dimensional
character, which is something very important to me. Nobody wants to see
stereotype - it's boring and we've all seen those already. Tookie runs the taco stand
in town, and | am a Lating actor, but beyond the surface is a three-dimensional
person with dark secrets that shall be revealed over the course of the season,” he
teases.

The actor, who was very impressed with the graphic books, as soon as he read i,
talks about how deep they cut. “They have strong emotional connections between
the characters and so | could totally see why ABC would want to build the series off
of it because it's something that you look for,” he explains, adding how successful
shows really depend on the emotional connections between the characters and

making sure that the audience can feel these connections.

"If you don't have that then the show is not going to work. But | saw in the book that
these emotional hooks were all over the place, and so it makes sense,and it's a
smart move to do a series based on 'Stumptown'.”

He also appreciates the fact that the "Stumptown’ stories are funny, and have a
strong female lead in a way we have never seen before. He says, "We've seen plenty
of cops, but she’s a private investigator with PTSD. I've not seen that before, so,
whenever you are reading something that you've not seen before, it's very attractive
because automatically you can say that the audience will be pulled in because it's
something new... And, then you have all these different strong emaotional
connections and it's funny. There's a lot going on here.”

Martinez continues, "| think the audience is going to be really impressed by the
production value, and of course, you have a great cast led by Cobie Smulders, who is



one of our Avengers. Once you have an Avenger in the cast, you're in a good place.
Then you also have excellent actors who've been in hit shows like Jake Johnson and
Michael Ealy and Camryn Manheim and so you have a really strong cast with the
next to the creative team.”

After all, it is the only action dramedy on television — it's got action, it's got comedy,
it's got drama, teases Martinez, adding how no other show is going to give all three
elements under the same umbrella that "Stumptown’ does. So, if you are a fan of one
or all of the genres, do not forget to tune into ABC's "Stumptown’ on Wednesday,
September 25.

It you have an enteftainment sSoop or a stary 1oF us, please reach out 10 us on (323} 421-75145
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[View online here]
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Disney Plus' 'Lady and the Tramp' is faithful to
the original and has four live-action dogs, says
film's 'bad guy' Adrian Martinez
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thiz stary brilliantly and keep it updated

By Mangala Dilip

Updatea n ; Qoaa P, Aug 10, 2018

Disney recently released the first look of the upcoming live-action "Lady and the
Tramp' movie, which is set to premiere on its streaming service Disney Plus come
November 12 and fans cannot stop gushing about the adorable pups who will
portray the titular heroine and hero. The movie promises to equally come through for
those nostalgic of the original animation, and those who want to see Disney's
cutting edge technology and special effects.



The biggest attraction, as one of the stars of the movie, Adrian Martinez, puts it, will
be the fact that the titular dogs are also live-action. "Both lady and Tramp will be
live-action, you know, they're real dogs,” says Martinez, adding, “They're going to
get a chance t0 see the real Lady and Tramp, and not the animated version. So, we
discover the story in that perspective,”

*It's very exciting and it's really well done because we use two Ladies and two
Tramps - one worked for close-ups and one for stunt work. Then we also use special
effects for scenes that required a lot of stunt work that perhaps was not safe for the
dog. But it's all seamless and gorgeous. And so you'll be able to discover this movie
from a whole new way,” he adds.

Martinez, who plays the bad guy in that movie - Elliot the dog catcher - gushes
about how excited he is about the project, even though chasing Tramp, in Savannah,
Georgia, during the months of August and September, while wearing a polyester suit
was no joke. "That was my stunt work of the year,” he jokes. "They had to constantly
throw water at me to keep me going but it's really gorgeous. It just looks gorgeous,
plus, every detail, you know Disney does it right.”

Disney did hire the best people for the job. Much like the perfect casting of
Martinez, four-time Oscar winner Colleen Atwood designed the costumes of the
film, and the iconic filmmaker Charlie Bean, who was the brains behind the Lego
movies was roped in to direct. “They were able to transform Savannah into 1908 by
bringing in horses and cobblestone streets and it looks really authentic,” promises
Martinez, adding how he thinks everyone's going to enjoy it, because it's faithful to
the original ‘Lady and the Tramp® while also using modern technology to help tell the
story and keep it updated.

Along with being in one of the most anticipated movies of the year, his career baby
‘iGilbert’ is heading to the festivals. The movie also promises to be brilliant, with a
unigque look at our relationship with technology, and has a stellar cast, led by Dascha
Polanco, Daya from 'Orange Is the New Black.' The movie, which was written,
directed and financed by Martinez will see her in a way we have never seen her
before, he promises.



tertaknment mir _simment

Adirian Martingz of Stemptown attands the Entertainment YWeekly & PEOPLE Maw York Uplronts Party on May
13, 2015 in Neaw York Uy,

The movie is a fruit of labar, and almost killed him, says Martinez, who sold a
property he has in New York ta produce it. *| couldn't get anyone to finance it, so |
produced it, | starred in it, wrote it, | directed it... | did it over 20 days and, at the end
of it all, | just felt really wiped out and exhausted by the experience, but I'm happy to
say that the end result is really, really good, and it is a strong movie about where we
are today in terms of our relationship with technology and is it taking over our lives
too much.”



Martinez, who goes by @tasteofAdrian on social media, will also be seen as Tookie
in ABC's 'Stumptown,’ set for premiera on September 25th.

If you have an entartainment scoop or 8 stony for us, please reach out to us on {323} 431-7515
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[View online here]



'Stumptown’ Gast Talks Powerful Leading Ladies, Dark Secrets
& The Rock

We know Camryn Manheim can ace playing a cop and a Lowyer, bat what professson would she want to tackle
next?

BY FERRS NEMIROFF "
PUBLISHED JUAL 36 3015 % :1_..'

We've alraady shared the first Stumptown interview from San Diego Comic-Con with Cobie
Smulders, Jake Johnson and Michael Ealy, and now it's time o meel more of the ensembla!
The upcoming ABC sefies is an adaptation of the graphic novels serdes of the same nama and
stars Smulders as Dex Parios, a Pl working in Portland with some safous mdilary intelligance
skills, but also an unapologetic style to her work that gets her info some irouble.

For this second reund of Stumgtown talk, we chat with Cole Sibus, Camryn Manheim, Adrian
Martinez and Tantoo Cardinal. Sibus plays Dex's brother Ansal and Manheim steps in

as Lieutenant Cosgrove. Then we've got Martinez who plays Tookie, someone he describes as a
guardian angel to Dex, and Cardinal as Sue Lynn Blackbird, an extremely powerful individual whao,
in the graphic novel, gives Dex an assignment in exchange for clearing a debt. Chack out the
video at the top of this article to hear the group talk about some standout qualities of thedr
characters, who they'd name the unsung hero of Stumptown and to catch a brief round of "Would
You Rather." Stumptown begins its run on ABC on September 25th at 9/10c.



Cole Sibus, Camryn Manheim, Adrian Martinez, Tantoo Cardinal:

« Manheim, Martinez and Candinal teasa one quality of their character that they've never played
hefore,

= Sibusg talks about jumping into one of his first big projects and working with Smulders and
Johnson.

+ Martinez talks about the relationship between his character and Dex.
s Would You Hather begns!

+  Who would they dub the unsung hero of Stumplown?

Hera's the official synopsis for Stumptown:

Based on the graphic noved senas, "Slumplown” follows Dex Panos — a sirong,
assertive and sharp-wilfed army veferan with a complicated love ife, gambiing debi and
a brother fo take care of in Portland, Oregon, Her millitary inteligence skils make her a
great PI, but her unapologelic style puls her in the finng line of hardcore criminals and
not guite in alfanca with the police.

[View online here]
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[View online here]
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‘Guess Who Died’: Beth Lacke & Adrian
Martinez Cast In NBC’s Comedy Pilot

by Mellie Andreeva » &5 tip
and Denise Petski

January 30, 2018 12:08pm

Work It alum Beth Lacke is set as a female lead opposite Hector Elizondo and
Holland Tavlor, and Adrian Martinez (The Blacklist: Redemption) has been castas a
series regular in Guess Who Died, NBC's single-camera comedy from Norman Lear

and Peter Tolan.

Guess Who Died, from Sony Pictures TV, is based on Lear’s personal experiences and
described as a humorous and inspiring look at the shared jovs and challenges we all
experience at any stage of life. Set in the Las Esperanzado Senior Community in Palm
Springs, it centers on Murray (Elizondo), a retired music executive who is positive
and upbeat with sparkling eves and a keen, sharp and wonderful sense of humor.
Holland plavs his sister-in-law, Patricia, a former American Airlines flight attendant
who can be a little too proper at times, but she’s sharp as a tack with a great sense of
humor.

Lacke will plav Cvbil, Murray’s daughter who works as a poetic writing teacher at a
community college. Loval and devoted, she visits her parents every day and helps
with her mom’s care.

Martinez will play Lopez, the securitv guard at the main guard gate at the Las
Esperanzado.

Lear and Tolan executive produce via their respective production companies, Act III
Productions and The Cloudland Company, alongside Lear’s associate Brent Miller.

Lacke most recently recurred on the CW’s Frequency and guest-starred on Chicago
Med.

Martinez was a series regular on The Blacklist: Redemption. His feature credits
include Office Christmas Party, The Amazing Spider-Man 2 and The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty.
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‘The Blacklist: Redemption’ Casts Adrian
Martinez; Eloise Smyth Joins ‘Harlots’

by Denise Petski
July 7, 2016 2:27pm

Adlrian Martinez has hooked a series regular role on NBC's The Blacklist spinoff
The Blacklist; Redemption. In The Blacklist: Redemnpition, Toin Keen (Ryan Eggold)
joins forces with Susan "Scottie” Hargrave (Fambke Janszen), the bralliant and
cunning clief of Grey Matters, a covert mercenary organization that solves problems
governments don't darve touch. Martinez will play Dumont, an extremely capable
computer hacker with an exotie ar who keeps his boss appnsed of their enemies
movements. Martinez guested in the role in the mothership series. Martinez serves as
writer/director/producer and stars alongside Dascha Polanco in his latest feature,
indie dark comedy iCrecp. He's repped by Phoenix Artists,

Eloise Smivth [Fortitude) has landed a lead role in drama series Harlors, a co-
prodicction between ITV and Hulu. The senes centers on brothe]l owner Margaret
Wellz, who struggles to rase her daughters in London during the 13th century. Smyth
will play Lucy Wells, sister to Charlotte Wells (Jess Brovwn Findlay) and daughter to
Margaret Wells (Samantha Morton). Smyth recently wrapped Season 2 of Fortitude
for Skv Atlantic, She previcusly stamred opposite Sean Bean and Vanessa Kirby in The
Frankemnstein Chronieles for ITV Encore, She can alzo be seen in How: te Talk fo Givls
af Partiez, directed by John Cameron Mitchell. Smyth &5 repped by Hamilton Hodell
in the TTE.

Subseribe to Deadline Breaking News Alerts and keep pour inbox kappy
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Dascha Polanco Lands Female Lead In
‘iCreep’; Ingjerd Egeberg Joins
‘Downsizing’

by Erik Pedersen
May 3, 2016 1:56pm

Dascha Polanco, a regular on Netflix dramedy Orange Is the New Black, has
landed her first starring film role. She is set as the female lead in iCreep, an indie
dark comedy from writer-director Adrian Martinez, who also stars in and will
produce the pic. The film follows the life of a loner, Gilbert (Martinez), and the love of
his life, Jana (Polanco). Polanco plays Davanara Diaz on Orange Is the New Black,
sharing a pair of SAG Awards for the ensemble cast, and also appeared in the features
Jov and The Perfect Match. Other credits include The Cobbler and Gimme Shelter.
She is repped by Gersh and Shirley Grant Management.

Norwegian actress Ingjerd Egeberg has landed a role in Downsizing, Alexander
Pavne’s film for Paramount Pictures about a man who joins the throngs of people
undergoing a new process that reduces them to a tiny fraction of their size. She will
play Anne Helene in the film, which stars Matt Damon, Kristen Wiig, Christoph Waltz
and Alec Baldwin. Egeberg co-starred in Oyevitne, the Norwegian series that is being
remade as Eyewiiness by USA Network. Her other credits include the Norwegian
series Mammon and Thomas P., along with a guest spot on Netflix's

Lilyhammer. Egeberg is repped by Crimson Media and Panorama Agency

in Scandinavia.
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g arug Dealer in“White Girl’: “I Pick My Stereotypes
-

f

By Manica Castiig | 1 WO B0

or rising college sophomore Leah (Morgan Saylar), the lead character in first-time
diresctor Elizabeth Wood's White Girf, her first summer In the Big Apple was
supposed o bo spent focusing on her intermship and hanging out with frignds.

Instead, she falls in love with her neighborhood dreg dealar Blug (Brian “"5ena”

March, starts selling blow, and spirais cut of controd from a coke addiction. Wiite Girl
i5 based on Waood's own experience, giving the confessional drama, which just premienad at the

Sundance Film Festival, a visceral edge.

One of White Girfs most striking elements ks its majority Latine cast. Although Blue and his friends
arg drug dealers, theyre not broad-stroke stereotypes. Blug is sensitive, confessing that he gets his
name frim his ever-present sadness. The suave Kile (Anthany Ramos) approaches Leah's rosmmate
wiith enough confidence to win her over. Mene (Ralph Rodrguez) is the joker of the crew, rcunding

oul the other guys who found girlfriends among their gentrifying neighbors

The last Latino character we're introduced to is Lloyd, Blue's unhinged and creepy supplier who's

played by veteran character actor, Adrian Martinez. “I pick my stereotypes carefully, so if it serves
the story and the story says something very meaningful then | think it's ok,” Martinez said at the
Sundance premiere party. “If it was just a bunch of drug dealers shooting at each other, I'm not

Interested.”

If Adrian Martinez looks familiar to you, that's because the Dominican-Nicaraguan-American actor
has cropped up in dozens of movies and TV shows like The Sopranos, Focus, American Hustle,
Insidle Amy Schumer, and The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. White Girl, however, finds Martinez in a

much darker space.
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Once Blue is arrested, Lioyd, looking for repayment
of the large stash he had recently handed over to
Blue, physically intimidates Leah. It's a scene, which
Martinez insists, he played for laughs. "I don’t usually
do those kinds of roles. | felt like it would be a good
role to do. Having to be a bad guy with Morgan was
ltke kicking a bunny. It was very hard to be her bully.”

Although the crew is guilty of peddling drugs, it's
made very clear in White Girl that the Latino men are
under constant survelllance. At one point, Leah asks
why they can’t sell drugs In clubs In Manhattan, and
thelr honest answer is that they arent welcome
there. Safe In Queens, but without the white
peivilege to travel unbothered in Manhattan, thedr
cparience varies greatly from the white giris.
Incidentally, Leah and hor reommate partake in
heaior drugs than the guys, but they are never
stopped or questioned, even when their behaveor i
Ot of comtnod,

“l pick my
stereotypes
carefully, so if it
serves the
story and the
story says
something
very
meaningful
then | think it’s
ok.”

Wirnimage | Je!f Veapn

White Girl also explores its racially conscious subject matter in terms of the justice system, Saddled

by a lackluster public defender and three strikes on his record, Blue is almost assured 20 years in

prison due to minimum sentencing laws, which studies show affect black and brown offenders more

than their white counterparts. Leah naively thinks there’s something she can do about it, because

she hasn’t run into the same systemic roadblocks as Blue. It'll come as no surprise, though, that

private lawyers are very expensive and can take advantage of the situation.

Although the set was serious, there were plenty moments of lovity, "Everybody in the cast s great.
Morgan and Seng, all these people, they're like blossoming flowers, They're young and were very
spontaneous,” said Martinez of his experience working with them, “They connected to the material

and It was very easy 1o fead off of thelr energy.”
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The film’s personal angle, the clever ways in which the script handles systemic violence, and the
love story at the heart of it all worked magic on Sundance crowds, according to Martinez. “You can
tell by how much people are interested in your movie by how many stay for your Q&A.” says the
actor, recalling White Girf's world premiere. “The vast majority stayed.” Martinez adds that film will
likely connect with audiences his co-stars' ages and younger. “1 think it will have a profound effect
on young people who are trying to find themselves and are losing their minds.”

We partnered with TribecaFiim.com to cowver Lating talent af the 2006 Sundance Flm Festhval,

White Girl is screening in Brookhlyn during Rooflop Films on Awgust 1, 2016 at 8 p.m. The director
willl be present for a QEA followed by an after-party, Buy tickets hore,
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ADRIAN
MARTINEZ

ON REAL CONNECTION,
DRAWING STRENGTH FROM
ART, AND ASKING THE
UNIVERSE FOR GUIDANCE

INTERVIEW: HOUBERT PIPER

SAME QUESTIONS | DIFFERENT ARTIST: | MKWERPFUL ANSWERS
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Myseli: Fear of success. Fear of failure, 1 have fel
thom all. Baor fear is an aceonym for “falee evidence appeariog real ™ 5o
o haold om oo that and just keep going, Heing open and receptive to
the spirit thar conneces v all, maintaining friendships. seriving ar real

congection =l thar keeps mee o srep ahead of fesr gon

Wkt it o r I

WA Chaldren doc They secm bo be the ones tocusing on really
conncoting emogicnalty and opendy, while the groswme-ops scem to be
focasing om surtace conncctiogs, like Faochook. 1 akao draw screngrh
from the stillness and poweer of are. Cine of my faonne places s The
Cloisters muscum in Upper Manhattan—the Unicorn Tapesenics, the
view of the Hodeon, the ilowerbeds. Y ou can't belp bur be inspined by
the waves of wosderiul.

WA Le's important o be gontle with onesclis Y ouwould never mock
the runner wha stumbles in a marethon at che thireenth mile. That
TUNBET is you

W v goe a fowe. Beally cxcited about the meovie Focnr and working
oppasice Will Smith and Margoe Robhbse. 104 oney, but thar oppartusicy
wad lide's way of shiowang me to never give op. 1 had come off a horrific

experiences on a mowie where | was creaved precoy hadly. Lt shoak me
up, I licerally asked che universe for guilance; | el like a drowndng
man. Then | heand abaws Facny and saw they were Ioodeing for chis
character that | was right for. | pold my agent to ger me in on i, and
thie mexr thing | knew was being treated Hke all those vesrs of sacrifice
mattereil. | was filming in the Superdeme with 3r. Smith one day and
ricling armane in & sports car chroagh Buenos Aires the sexr. Surreal,
woniderfol. Caraceful to cvervthing thar belped make it happen, e got
fucl in mv tank nion,

Anncher progecr i a TV show idea of 3 modern-day Lagino Archie
Banker § Calenn Beck type; his mamee is Flank. The time is right for a
satimical kook at race in this coantry.
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What It's Like to Be a Professional Fat Guy

Overweight actors reveal the pros and cons of getting paid to be pudgy

Uy HIGH MELE

From L to R Adnan Martinez, Charley Koontz. Jool Marsh Garland

The overweight sidekick is a longstanding trope in movies and TV shows.
From John Belushi popping a “zit” in Animal House to Chris Farley
performing his “Fat Guy in a Little Coat” routine in Tommy Bov, it’s the
chubby guy’s job to provide hefty doses of comic relief.

But ever wonder what it’s like to audition for parts that explicitly call for

fat actors? Especially if yvou don’t think of yourself as a joke?

“When vou're starting out, vou do feel like vou have to take any gig that’ll
come down the pipe,” admits Charley Koontz, who first broke out playing
“Fat Neil” on Community and now stars in CSI: Cyber. “There have been
a couple of parts—without naming shows—that you read and go, this is

just so gratuitous, mean, and ugly.”

It was a similar experience for Joel Marsh Garland, whose gig as a prison
guard on Orange is the New Black expanded significantly in the Netflix
comedy’s recent third season. “You'd get a casting breakdown where the
whole joke was just about being a fat guy—Ilike ‘Fat Guy in a Chimney,”

he says.

In the early days, Garland took a few of those roles to prove he could
remember lines when he got in front of the camera. “And being able to
pay vour bills and get a couple residual checks is tempting,”

he says.

(Want the smartest insight and advice for guys, from guys? Check out
The Better Man Project. You'll learn how to boost your bank account,

shrink your belly, and have scorching hot sex!)

But at a certain point, ‘Fat Guy in a Chimney’ stopped being interesting to
Garland, and his line was drawn in the sand. Adrian Martinez, a veteran
character actor who has appeared in everything from American Hustle to

Inside Amy Schumer, had this realization right away.

“I'm not going to sit in a vat of mayvonnaise and be a fat joke from
beginning to middle to end,” sayvs Martinez. “There has to be something

in there that vou can hang vour creative hat on.”

That “something” is often subjective. Earlier this vear, Martinez starred
in the con-man flick Focus alongside Will Smith and Margot Robbie. His

role: a 500-pound Persian named “Fatass Farhad.”

Comedian Artie Lange, who was also offered the part, publicly called the
role an offensive stereotype. But Martinez saw an opportunity to be more
than a punchline.

“Initially when vou read ‘Fatass Farhad,” vou're like, ‘Aw, ¢’'mon, really?’,
but then you read the script, and the whole fat thing is 5 percent of it,”
Martinez says. “There are a couple of fat jokes in the movie, but it was a
great opportunity to work with A-list talents and in exotic locales. And
now I have Margot Robbie’s email.”



These Hollywood heavyweights know their place in show business.
“There are certain opportunities as a big guy that yvou don't get,” says
Garland. Adds Koontz, “I'm just never going to be able to separate what I
do from how I look.”

But they refuse to be defined—or boxed in—by their body type.

“I've always felt that my weight does not get me work—my talent does,”
Martinez says. “Otherwise they could do casting at the food court in a

mall.”

And it’s a good lesson for everyone, in any job: Sometimes you take the
gig for the opportunity to show what you can do on a bigger stage.
Signing up for every menial task, like fetching coffee and making copies,
helps vou build a dependable reputation around the office. Over time,
vou'll become the go-to guv—and that’s what really pays.

Tags: LIFE LESSCONS, BETTER MAN PRCJECT, CELEBRITIES, ENTERTAINMENT
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Adrian Martinez - Focus

Nicky (Wl Smith) 1o pull of a major heist,

In e new romantc dark comedy ‘Focus,” aclor Adrian Martnez piays Farhad, the best fnend and parnersan-
crime of Nicky (Will Smith), a professional con man who Eams up with 3 femme fatale (Margot Rabbie) for &
major halst in Argentna where e stakes gat a lot hgher for all three thieves

During an interview with Maninez, who has 3iso starred (n fms such as “Amencan Huste " “Extremely Loud
ana increcidly Close ™ and “Tha Sacret Life of Walter Mitty.” we talked about what aftracted nim o 3 project
like “Focus.” how he approaches auditions ater 20 years in the Industry, and what 2 was ixe working wish
Lousa C K last year on his it TV show on FX

So, what were you going for with the look and style of your character Farhad?

Well Farhad s baseo on 3 reak-life Grammy Award-winning producer who {8 ¥lengs with ['Focus” girectors]
John [Requaj and Gienn [Fcarral | can't remember his name, dut iat's dasically whiat he looks like. But then
1 was a0le 10 put my own Spin on It It was jotof fun. John and Glenn jat me take chances and make he
character my own and wera supportive of me being a pan of the crealive process

What initially drew you 10 a project like “Focus”™ other than getting the chance 1o work with actors ke
Will Smith and Marpot Robbie ?

What really drew me 10 the movie was that the script was Il of surpnses. You naver knew how things were
§9ing 1o piay out That's s0 rare these days. Then. you had Farmad, this character | could relate o because of
hes loyalty 10 mis best fiend Nicky. played by Wil Smith. Personally, | am vecy faithiul 1o e peapie In my own
life. | adwrays have thelr back | think that's something that really comes across with Farmad. Ncky relles on
Farnad. | 500 him as 3 $pintual brother 1o Nicky

Whetre does a filim Mo this rank for you in your caresr? You've worked on some major movies bafore
like “American Hustie™ and "The Secrel Life of Waler Milty,” just to name a couple.

Yiou know, 8 lot of peopls saw me in “Walter Mitty* with Ben Sallar. The mose did well and really iook on a iife
of ils cran wihiin A wand On Demand, We'll, have 1o see how "Focus’ plays out IFit's a hit, | think 0 cartainly
help ey caressr Bul il s nod. i doesnT manario me persanally betause ['m going i kied JCENG and goang
after my own progects. Butl do fesl Hika iUs & special movie El will really connect with sudisnces.

You're wery recognizable in the film industry. Does that halp you when you go info auditions ? | mean, |
know you need 1o have talent o land some of the rolés you've recebied, bul does having & lamiliar lace
Pl ot i Ay Wy ?

| thirik # helps get auditions that are high profile. bul you 18 have (o orove yoursell. Even afler Will's last
mcrvie “AMEr Earth, " Mens weds queaions if Be could make box-office fit which was ndiceloes T man's
made bilons of dollars for shudios. ITS crazy, You really do have 1o prove yoursellevery Bme out

The kast time | mberviewed you was back in 2010 and you told me the sams thing. Has it gotien any
wasier in the el five years, of i il ol & doglight?

Yaah, you ahvays have io keap proving yoursed. You're just prowing woursell o more imporiant peocple.
iLauighs] Whan you'ne staring your carear, you're proving yoursalf i uninown dreciors. And now I'm
prosing mysed o John and Glenn and Ban Stlles and Will Femmell, or whoswsr. You pusl ke 18 go indo your
AUmBon and rail it YWhen you audibon you have o make mem feed like somehing exciing s going on

Far some reason, | don't 588 you as someone who really gets fazed by the audition process, | imagmne
ous going in and just laying it all on the table svery lime,

Yean, | maan they're catled auddons, bull call them perfommances. | prepare as if it was opening night | & in
assuming | already pok the role. It's a chanoe o a<t and do my thing. That's how | approach it | use e same
shiee| that | dao on sel ar on the stage. That's how | move fareard. The cenly Bme recendy wiare | didn'l kave
o @ ition Tor something was for an episnde of “Law and Ceder Spacial Wictims Lind whare [ ol o piay a
mantally disabled person. Thay st made an ofier which, | Quess, 83y 3 lod aboume

Talk a bit about playing the sidekick in a kot of your movies. It seems like you've embraced that role.

To me, TS basacally going to a nee film schaal. When | was sorking with Wil Femel [in “Casa de mi Padre], |
ieamed a kol about discipling. 'When | worked with Ben Siller, | mamed about how somaone works with a Kl
of siamina. When | worked with 'Will Smign, | leamed about being genarous and grateful. M never mat
aryone who Was mdna graied| for his staiene in e business ;an Wil We shal ihe Tim in Buenos Alres and
one day he was coming out of this market and peopie just samed gravi@ng fo him.and ha'o siop for salfles
Ha spanl a lolof ime Eking pholas thare. He really enpays hes fama. He's special



Do you ever think aboat your caresr H years irom now and what you'll b= saying about the flms you
were in 20 years prior? | mean, movies last forever. Twenty years from now, all yoar DVDS - or
whalever we're walching movies on — will still be floatang around.

Yeah, | do hink aboul doang work nal el stand me el of tme. | do hnk aboul B2 aving behind a fim legacy
#ad my daoghlas will be proud of 've been biassed. Thefs ase a lof of Lalinos Sciors who afk coming ug now
and nEve had oppormumibes hat 10 or 20 yeams a0 simoly did nod exiet | like o feed hak if's n pan © aciors.
e myself of David Zayas o Paul Calderon of any fumber of atlars in thes 305 of 405 or 508 who cleansd
fne path for the new ganeration. | feel ke s all good. We helped fam and hopefully ey help somacne
L

Later this year, wa're going o see you in a comedy called = Sisters,” which stars Tina Fey and Amy
Pros=hisr abwart v sisiers whi thaow o Dig hosse pany. What do you think a hodse pany hosted by Tina
and Amy woild look lke in roal lifte and would you go?

Iwowld go anywhare thay want ma 0 go. | would o in handufis. | would 9o dressad anyway ey wanied
me o dress. These are hwo of Me smanest funnies! peapls i e busness, period They have such great
chamistry. Time will show Fat this was one of the great comic mars fat pacple will mmember forewed

Speaking of great comadians, you had o small part in @ very ambibious six-part episode of “Lovke™ last
Y EAF Slongakle Lotk CK, What was thal experiencs ke being & part of & TV show that was domg such
differant thangs no one else had really tried before

Yean. Loule s 3 speciad wrier, Ha's speial betause he's nod aiakl o be himses and not afrald © @ke
chanoes. He goesn 't atile his characien o be fanry, He justwhites real people and puls Sem i funny
sifuaions. Everyining is really grounded. That's one of ihe hings :at sets him apast. He doesn'tgo for e
eay laugh. He poes dor me ruin. Somsaiimes me rulh is prety lnny on s cen.

Hawe did you et the role in that st episode aryway?

1 wis sithing in my aparment in the Brarx and 1 god 2 call 288:30 on a Friday night. it was from the associale
director of "Louie.” He sakd, “Hey, I'm &0 and &0 from 'Lowss .’ Louke wanied you b come down and oo an
apesode " | ddn' beliee him. 1 2aid, “Well, Louie will have o g&lan Fe phons bacaiss | really don't know
who you ane” (Leughsi S0, Loule goton e phone. His voice was unmisiakable. He was Be, “Hi. This s
Louig. | wanl you 10 come oul hene, We'll get you a cad You'ne Qoing ko be streaming in Mg rain naked 1 don
imow what you'ne going ba be saying. Can you do 177 | was B, “Sunal Of coursal” That's exacly what
happened, Med ing | know | was in @ car and then on a sound stage screaming in e rain naked. Tha's
how these Mings happen Someone says. “We nead someans 10 do this role, Bt we don't have time 1o
audition armpane, Wha can we gel o seream in the rain naked 7" And someans says, “Adian Marbnez



‘Focus’ Star Adrian Martinez Pops Into Dish
Nation!

February 26, 2015

f W] plc-|=

Cish Nafan
By Amber BRyland

in Martinez co-stars akangside Wil Smith and Margol Rabbie in the new blockbuster Focus, and he popped into
Dish Hation's Los Angekes sludio recantly to chatl with hosts Hewdl Hamilton and Frank eramer abaul the new flick
Having Been In hit movies ke Ame il Hustie, The Amazing Spider-Aan 2 and The Secret Life of Waller AMilty, this

I5 the first time the Lating actor has played a Persian character
‘I am not [Persian],” he noted.

“‘But | am an actor and | felt like this was an opportunity to do something that's out of the box for me at the same
time, something | felt safe and comfortable with. He's a smart ass like me, he's very much faithful to Will Smith, I'm
faithful to the people in my life.”

Martinez pulls off the character of Farhad flawlessly and quipped he has no problem transforming for a role.

“I gained 50 pounds 10 years ago for this role,” he laughed. “I thought, some day this will come in handy.”

And believe it or not, Martinez says Robbie is in love with him! Okay...don't believe it.

“What people don't know, is that she has an ‘| love Adrian’ tattoo on her foot,” he joked
about his hot Australian co-star.

‘| put it on her while she napped. It's on the bottom of her foot, so | don't think anyone's
gonna notice for a while.”

Smith recently appeaned on The Elan DeGeneras Show where lalked aboul the chemisiey he and Robbie had while
filming, and Mairtinge? agréed, saying it was evident 1o evenyone on el
They just really hit It off,” he dished

The chemistry was palpabde and the naxt (hing you knew we were all in Buenos Aires

Focus opens in theaters nationwide this weekend.

We Dish With Focus’ Star Adrian Martinez

.
-

Adrian Martinez in Studio!
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After two decades of acting, Adrian Martinez finally knows what it feels like to

be in the cathird seat.

You may recognize Martinez for his supporting roles in “The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty” and "American Hustle,” the Aaron Rodgers-obsessed Green Bay
Packers fan in a State Farm commercial, or the guy who bellows "Money!™ in a

New York Lotto ad that ran a few years back.

The actor has dozens of credits to his name, but it's his most recent role as
Persian computer expert/confidence man Farhad in the movie "Focus™ — a
lighthearted heist flick starring Will Smith that opens Feb. 27 — that Martinez

deems his most rewarding gig to date.

1 fieel like 1've been running in a marathon for 20 vears and somebody from the
side just reached out and handed me a cup of Champagne,” says Martinez, who
describes himself as “Dominiaguan” (a portmanteau of Dominican and

Nicaraguan).

1 read the script and 1 was like, Wow! If they can pull this off, it’s gonna be

special.’ ©



Farhad runs with an outfit of con men led by Smith’s character. Filming
locations included New York, New Orleans and Buenos Aires, says Martinez,

who lives in Manhattan.

Up next for Martinez is a Web series based on a screenplay he co-wrote with
filmmaker Hugo Perez. Martinez’s character — an anti-immigrant, FOX News-
watching Latino named Hank - embodies what would happen if Archie

Bunker's brain were implanted into the skull of an Hispanic man.

“Let’s just say he’s very confident in his
own opinions, even if his opinions make no
sense,” quips Martinez, who adds that the
online comedy was developed for Time

Warner.

Creating your own acting opportunities “is
the kind of thing that people who are
starting out need to get into,” adds the
actor, who grew up on 145th St. between
Broadway and Riverside Dr.

“What stories do you wanna tell? What are
you really passionate about when you see
the world? What's bothering yvou? What's

moving you? Tell that story, 'cause people

need to hear it.

“1 don't worty about the fact that I'm Latino, I don’t worry about the fact that
I'm not Hollywood's definition of handsome. | worry about what 1 can do to tell

iy stories and put them into the world,” he adds.

“And 1 sit down, 1 write them, and [ find that if you come up with something

really good, they really don't care who you are.

DTE_EIE: MOWIES WINA AR MARTINEZ FOCUS
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A career in ‘Focus’

Martinez lands big break in Will Smith comedy

BY RAY MONELL

fter two decades of acting,
A Adrian Martinez finally

knows what it feels like to
5e in the catbird seat.

You may recognize Martinez
for hissupporting roles in “The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty” and
“American Hustle,” the Aaron
Rodgers-obsessed Green Bay
Packers fan in a State Farm

commercial, or the guy who bel-

lows “Money!” in a New York
Lotto ad that ran a few years
back.

The actor has dozens of cred-
its Lo his name, but it’s his most
recent role as Persian computer
expert/confidence man Farhad
in the movie “Focus” — a light-
hearted heist flick star-
ring Will Smith that
opens Feb. 27 — that
Martinez deems his
most rewarding gig to
date.

“I feel like I've been
running in a marathon
for 20 vears and some-
body from the side just
reached out and handed
me a cup of Champagne,” says
Martinez, who describes him-
self as “Dominiaguan” (a port-
manteau of Dominican and
Nicaraguan).

“I read the script and I was
like, “‘Wow! If they can pull this
off, it’s gonna be special.””

Farhad runs with an outfit of
con men led by Smith’s charac-
ter. Filming locations included
New York, New Orleans and
Buenos Aires, says Martinez,

who lives in Manhattan with his
wife and daughter.

Up next for Martinez is a Web
series based on a screenplay he
co-wrote with filmmalker Hugo
Perez. Martinez's character — an
anti-immigrant, FOX News-
watching Latino named Hank
- embodies what would happen
if Archie Bunker’s brain were
implanted into the skull of an
Hispanic man.

“Let’s just say he's very confi-
dent in his own opinions, even
il his opinions make no sense,”
quips Martinez, who adds that
the online comedy was devel-
oped for Time Warner.

Creating your own acting op-
portunities “is the kind of thing
that people who are starting out
need to get into,” adds
the actor, who grew up
on 145th St. between
Broadway and River-
side Dr.

“What stories do
vou wanna tell? What
are you really passion-
ate about when you
see the world? What's
bothering vou? What's
moving you? Tell that story,
‘cause people need to hear it.

“I don’t worry about the fact
that I'm Latino, I don’t worry

oy
NOSN9Y¥34 SSOY

about the fact that 'm not Holly-

wood’s definition of handsome. I
worry about what I can do to tell
my stories and put them into the
world,” he adds.

“And I sit down, I write them,
and I find that if you come up
with something really good, they
reallv don’t care who you are.”
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Film Feature

He's Been in 100 Hollywood Films, But Adrian Martinez Is Now Making Movies
on His Smartphone

By Androw 5. Vargas | 2 years ago

rom Michelangelo to Mozart, the history of Western art has always tended toward

the myth of the solitary genius: one man (yes, it's usually a man) who with Litthe mora

than a pen or paintbrush and a mysterious personality radically changes the course

of Western culture. In truth art is rarely produced in a bubbde; any greal artist has a

Close friend, husband, wife, or editor to give invaluable feedback and put the solitary

genius in his place whenaver nacessary.

Yet unfike other arts, film has always embraced this collaborative nature of creation, and its history is
filled with the work of great duos from the Dardenne Brothers to Sablvador Dali and Luis Buriue,
Comedy in particular thrives off of that special chemistry produced when you mix one part Laural
with one part Hardy, or when yvou rell up your Cheech with a little bit of Chong, It's about energy and

connection, and when the sparks fly thay can light up the audience like a forest fire.

Enter Hugo Perez and Adran Martinez. Both accomplished artists in thair own right, a chance
encountad five yaars back sat the stage for a rich collabaration that i onby now beginning to bear
fruit, For his part, Perez has spent years writing, producing, and directing award-winning
documentaries and short filmes, while Martinez has made a career as a battle-worn character actor,
popping up alongskde the likes of Ben Stiller (The Secret Life of Walter Mithd, Will Ferrell (Cosa de
Mi Padre) and Zach Galifianakis (It's Kind of o Funny Stary)

With a growing collection of improvised, comedic micro-short films slowly gaining traction and a
feature film in the works, these guys might have what it takes 1o be something like the Latino Coen
Brothers, or at least their more bronzed second cousins. Cn the cusp of their breakout success, we
sat down with these two close friends and collaborators to talk about self-empowerment, Latino

Aychie Bunkers, and finding magic in small momenis.

Adrian Maninez and Ana Asensio in 15 This Your Baby 7 shoet film shot on an iPhone 45

How did the two of you became interested in movies and acting?

Adrian: Well, | basically have always been enamored by the movies. They've always been able to
speak to me. The great movies. On an intellectual and also an emotional level, Movies were my
friend growing up. | was very shy so | would go 1o the movies and | would just sort of find myself in
different worlds and enjoying that. And then, as | watched movies — even when | was like 10 years
old — | would see actors make choices and | would say to myself, “Well why didn't he do this?” or
“Why did he do that?” [laughs] | was actually questioning the work of Al Pacino and Gary Oldman,
And then | Just started thinking, "Maybe | should just do It myself” And it's been an interesting ride,



I read that you started by auditioning In high schoel for Unsolved Mysteries?

Adrtan: Yoah it was a TV show and they were just

lcoking for someone that could run fast, and at the

time | was a medalist in sprinting. 5o | just basically A M GUi e S WE‘ re

sort of ook off at the audition, left everyone in the

dust and picked up one lina, which was, "Opan thea my frl e n d

door!” 5o | was banging on the door after doing a .

sprint and just screaming, "Cpen the door!™ And | still g rDWI n g L‘I D" |
don't know why | was screaming that, but it got me Wa S UE ry S hy

miy 548G card.

so | would go
Huga: That was also your first Emmy was for that
performance, right? tD th E‘ m DV | E 5
Adrian: Towghs] Yes, yes. | was at a party once and | a ﬂ d WD LI Id fi n d

tobd this guy, “You know | just had my chart done by

an astrodegist. and she said that within 10 years myse lf I n

wou're geing o have an Dscar a Tony and an Emmy” d |ff r ﬂt
And he said, "Yeah, these are going to be your kids’ 'E E

So wo'll seo. Wor[ds.”

Wall there's hope either way. Whether they're kids
af whether they're statues, they'll come!

Adrian: Thanks.

And Huge — how did you get into the crazy world of film?

Hugo: | grew up In Miaml, in the cradle of Cuban civilization in the U.S. | loved movies when | was a
kid, but books were really the thing that kind of transported me. And | would say that books really
were my first love and how | found other worlds and other storles. And really the decision to go into
filmmaking happened right before | went to Yale. | saw City Lights for the first time — Chaplin’s film
— then there was this Chaplin film festival and for a week | saw all of Chaplin’'s films and | decided |
wanted to do that. And | meant that quite literally because when | went to Yale | spent my first year
watching almost exclusively silent films and making silent film comedies that | starred in. So | started

in the silent film era, you could say.

Adrian Martinez and Hugo Perez in Santa Fe, 2009

How did you guys meet?

Adrian: We met at NALIP [Mational Assoclation of Latino Independent Producers), at a producers
conference. Actually it was a competition that | won for a script and he won for his script. And we
mit in New Moxico for the first time. He had his project, | had mine, and we started talking about film
and Ideas and we kind of hit it off, and that was 8 years...

Huga: & years ago.

Adrian: Yeah about 5 years ago.

Huge: Yeah It was 2009 It feals like B but it was really 5. We were both part of this director's lab that
MALIP used to do and It was really a special experience, and Adrian and | connected, And |
remember we were on this van ride back 1o the airport and it was like, “Hey maybe we should geat
togather in Mew York and talk about somea stufl” So since then we've baen kind of writing parners
and working on screenplays and rying to push ittle projects togethar,



Where did the idea come from to make these improvised micro-short films? Somebody had an

iPhone and said, “Hey let’s do something,” or...

Hugo: Yeah, Adrian and | have done a couple of small videos over the years. And our friend Ana
and | have worked together quite a bit, and so we've always been like, “Oh, we should do
something, we should do some stuff together” And we all went out to see a movie at BAM one
night, and as we were walking from BAM over to Carroll Gardens [in Brooklyn] to have dinner we
encountered this abandoned baby carriage on a dark street and it was really creepy. And | was like,
“Okay, we got to stop and we got to make a little movie here, and it's going to be one take and
we're not going to rehearse it” and that's what we did. It actually wound up being 2 takes, because |

messed up the first take, but that was the first one that we did and we had a great time doing it.

And that’s when we decided we were going to do a lot more of these. And of course 3 months go

by before we do the second one, which was Is That Your Boyfriend? But it's something we enjoy
doing, we think that there's something great about coming up with a loose concept and then riffing
on It, improvising a little short out of it. So it's a little series that we're going to continue to do and |

think we're going to do more regularty.

| don't know if you guys are familiar with Shadows by John Cassavetes, but obviously there's a
whole tradition of this loose, free, improvisational style of filmmaking. | am wondering how it
changes your approach in terms of directing for you Hugo, and for Adrian in terms of acting. And
what do you find attractive about this improvisational style as opposed to something more rigid

or rehearsed?



Adrian Martinez = ‘Mad Ordor Wika'

In terms of these digital micro-shorts, it's a young format, but do you guys have any models or
inspirations? Are there any micro-short series that have caught your attention in the last couple

of years?

Hugo: | wouldn't say that there have been micro-short series that have caught my attention. There
have been some webseries that | think have been very interesting because of the way that they've
been little game-changers. One of them is Awkward Black Gird, | don't know if you're familiar with it.
The interesting thing about it is that it's taking a look at representations of young African-American
professionals and people in a way that we never see in mainstream television. So in the case of that
series the thing that | thought was special about it was that it was a very personal voice that showed

a different reality than what we're used to seeing.



Hugo Porez

Adrian, in the two micro-shorts you've done so far, you seem to be tending toward a character
that's kind of a shady canalla. Where did this guy come from? Did you come up with it together

or does this just come from some place deep within you?

Adrian: | don't know what you mean, | think he's a lovable, sweet guy. This canalla thing, I'm

perplexed by that.

Okay, what would drive a lovable, sweet guy to steal a purse?

Hear, hear!

Adrlan: So yeah, the challenge s just to bring a three-dimensional experience for the audience with

each character, which is hard winen you have 30 seconds as in these cases, But oL do your best.

Husga: | think what Adrian doos so well s that he brings a kind of truth to the reality of theso
characters, They feel real, right? | dont know, there's a kind of magic that happens, And, like
espacially in the second ane, where ha's the guy that just wanders up and meddles in this situation,
| feel like, maybe you've never seen this guy, but as soon as you see him, you know him, And that's
because of Adran’s performance, and the fact that he becomes that guy. And i's not about making

fum, it's about ., this i the guy, you know?



| mean, that guy In particular — the café creep — could easlly be a caricature. Just take it up one
or two notches and It would just be an over-the-top Chavo del/ Ocho — que descanse en paz. But
he keeps it right there at a level of believability and that gives it something special.




Huga: 1 100% agree with Adrian and | think that in ouwr particular case, instead of waiting Tor
Hollywood of lelevision notworks 1o create the kind of content we want 1o S6, we'ne trying 1o
create that content oursehves. Adrian, should we talk about Gobecho a litte bit?

Adrian Martinez a5 Hank, the Latino Archie Bunkes

So we're trying to tell new kinds of Latino stories and show Latino characters that we haven't seen
beofore, or take situations that we think we know but really look at them in a different way. You know,
we're taking this issue of immigration and the border and we're bringing to it this broad humor that’s
Inspired by Richard Pryor and Gene Wilder and what they did in the 70s.

So that's like an example of what we're trying to do to change representations of Latinos. And also,
excitingly, right now while we're waiting to make the feature Adrian and | are also working on a
prequel webseries that focuses on Hank and his real life here in New York. He lives in White Plains

and works in Now York,



Yoah sounds like a guy you just love to hate. So whare should | send the check? How mich da
you guys need?

Adrian: Just send it blank, and wall take cara al it [iaughs]

Graat, I'l go ahead and send you guys a blank Remezcla check and you guys take care of
evarything else. ["Panding approval]

Hugas I'm sure that's worth quite a hitl

I'm curious about your specific experiences as Latines, either In Hellywood or in Independent
filmmaking. Do you feel like it"s harder to get ahead as a Lating?

Adrian: | honestly don't see myself as a Latino actor. | see myself as an actor and a Latino human
being. But | dont approach the business like, *Hay, I'm Latinod &y Lating rodes owt thera?™ Nao, | get
the breakdowns like any body elss, | S88 what | think | could play in ieoms of ethnicity, | can play any
number of ethnicities. 've got a movie coming out in Fobouary called Focus whare Fm Will Smith's
sidekick and I'm playing an lranfan man. And so when | saw the breakdown | sakd, *Yeah, this
character’s name is Farhad. Farhad ks lranlan, ha's a blg guy, he's kind of funny and weird in a crass

kind of way. Boom! That's mel™ So | told my agent, "Listen, | wani to read for Farhad.”

Adnian Martinez and Wik Senth on the sot of Foous'

You know, | just feel like you have to put out there in very clear terms — to the universe first, and
then to the business people — that you are enough, and you are eligible to work in any number of
roles, in any kinds of ethnicities. You just show up and you do your thing and you'll find that for the
most part, even if you don't get the job, people will remember your work. People will remember your
professionalism, your commitment, your willingness to risk, your willingness to open your heart and
your soul and your mind, your willingness and abllity to be present. That is what is transcendent, that

Is what keeps you employed.,



| think that's the trick. | think as artists we can deal with specific worlds or characters, but we have 10
find a way of connecting with the larger world, and if we don't do that then we falled. Because Iif
we're just making films about a community for that community that nobody outside that community

Is every going to see, then | think we failed as artists in a way.

Ana, I'm talking to you. Are you listening to me?

Were there any unexpected mishaps or bloopers that came up while you were making these

short films?

Hugo: | would say the micro-shorts are our bloopers. | mean we just forget the film and we cut

straight to the blooper reel and that's our film

Shaating in & cafe you guys didn't turn any haads? That wat in Busnot Airea?

Adrian: Yeah that was at a rocftop terrace sort of "sky-bar” in Buenos Alres. it's interasting, you
KMo, wad Ward Sor of Sitling there and at Tirst no one Seamad to Rotce and thaen as Micola sians his
dialogue and starts getting upset, more and more people started noticing. But, you hawve to
remembser Arganting 5 a country without an army. S0 they're very [ioughs), they're very passive
about everything. They're not going to get involved even if they were upset. But everything was

cool, Peophe locked and whatever, but it just added to the energy of the exparience

Huga: In that case there was no cameraman there. The camera was the Facetime on the laptop, so
paoplo | think wene probably confused about what was galng on. They probably had no idea that a

film wras being made, and they're like, “4re these guys perfformance arists? What's going on here?”

Adrian: But they caught on by the second take



Adrian Maningz in ‘Casa 00 mi Padre

I can imagine! So any last words? | did want to ask about any plans for collaboration in the

future, but | guess Gabacho summed it up, no?
Adrian: Yeah, that's our baby.

Hugeo: That's the one we're really pushing to see if we can be in production on in 2015, We fool like

the time is perfect for that film, and you know we haven't seen that character and that story before.

I can imagina! So any last words? | did want to ask about any plans for collaboration in the

future, but | guess Gaboche summed it up, na?
Adrian: Yeah, that's our baby,

Huge: That's the ong we'te really pushing to see If we can bo in production on in 2015, We fool lika

the time is perfect for that film, and you know we haven't sean that character and that stony before.

1 think it's a good time to change the narrative on Immigraticn and change the characters we
narmally see, to tell it from a different perspective. | think it's a great idea and the perfect time
for it, so best of luck with that.

Adrian: And thanks for doing that list of "“MNetflixeando: 20 Latino Films to Stream” I'm in #12, Casg
de mi Podre in case anyone wants to check cut any of my work, My buddy Cruz Angeles’
documentary on Valenzuela [Fernando Notfion] is really swesome. But everything is really... it's a

gt Est

Well, the Remezcla Film section |s here to premote good work!

W odrian martinez, disposable film, hugo perez, interview, shor lms. | Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at
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