


IN FRANCE MICHELLE IS A MAN’S NAME 
was made by a group of  trans, female, and queer 
filmmakers and completed in 2020. Set against the 
backdrop of  the American West, this 12-minute 
film explores fatherhood, rituals of  male bonding, 
and what it means to identify as a trans man in 
contemporary America. The film premiered at 
Outfest in August, 2020 and won the Grand Jury 
Prize. It has since played at AFI Fest, Newfest, and 
the New Orleans Film Festival. 





SYNOPSIS 

Michael, a young trans man, returns home to the rural 
American West after years of  estrangement from his 
parents. In France Michelle is a Man’s Name explores trans 
identity, masculinity, and the prices we're willing to 
pay for acceptance. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 

As a nonbinary filmmaker who spent their childhood 
traveling between my mother’s apartment in liberal New 
York City and my father’s wheat farm in conservative 
rural Oregon, I’ve always stood on a border of  two 
Americas. Last year, I gathered a team of  queer and 
trans filmmakers and brought them to the arid 
landscape of  the American West to make a film about a 
white cis father and his biracial trans son navigating 
their relationship. How can these two men, with vastly 
different experiences of  American identity, find love and 
compassion for each other? How does the complex 
nature of  masculinity impact how a father 
communicates with his son? How do they hurt each 
other? How can they continue to love each other?  
—Em Weinstein 





ABOUT THE WRITER/DIRECTOR 

Em Weinstein is a writer and director for stage and screen. Em’s 
award-winning short film CANDACE played at festivals worldwide 
including Mill Valley Film Festival, Outfest, Montclair Film Festival, 
Rhode Island International Film Festival and the American Pavilion 
Emerging LGBTQ Filmmakers Showcase at the Cannes Film Festival, 
where it won Best Film. While getting their MFA at Yale School of  
Drama, Em directed numerous plays such as the first workshop 
production of  SLAVE PLAY by Jeremy O. Harris, and ARDEN, an 
original immersive musical. Em has written, directed and developed 
work with companies such as Rattlestick Theater, Shakespeare & 
Company, Two River Theater, New York Theater Workshop, Working 
Theater, New Georges and the Museum of  Ice Cream. Em was the 
2019-2020 Artistic Fellow at Rattlestick Theater and is part of  the 
AFI Directing Workshop for Women Class of  2021. Em is developing 
an hour-long pilot for Imagine Entertainment and is a Staff  Writer for 
Amazon Tevelision’s A League of  Their Own series. Em is nonbinary 
and uses they/them pronouns. www.emweinstein.com. 
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For more information please visit: 
www.infrancefilm.com 
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