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Roy W. Dean Short Jacob Burns Creative Culture Marcie Bloom Film
Grant 2021 Fellowship Fall 2021 Fellowship 2021
E L I I E M A I C I I a short film by Kathy Meng
seeking men: 40 - 60

within 10 miles of: Boston, MA

Relationships: Divorced

Kids: One

Ethnicity: Asian

Body Type: Slender

Height: 5’3" (160cm)

Religion: Spiritual but not religious
Smoke: Non-Smoker

Drink: Social drinker
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Length: 14 mins.
Production year: 2021
Genre: Dramedy

Shooting location: New York



At the age of 45, my mom left a comfortable job
and a stable marriage in China to move to suburban
Massachusetts. My mom moved due to feeling
repressed from the lack of social freedom in China.
Yet in America, a seemingly freer place, she still felt
sad and lonely.

Growing up, my mother was conservative about
discussing love or dating with me. While living
together with my mom during the pandemic, she

opened up to me about her experiences online dating.

Her stories were bizarre, tragic, and—at times—
funny.

She described one host of a dating event who warned
all the women there to have low expectations. It was
incredible that all this happened to her when | was
10-years-old and we lived together, yet | didn’t know
these stories until recently. The idea that teenagers
are not the only ones who hide their dating life—
parents hide their dating life from their kids too was
interesting to me.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Being the child of a single parent, | know at times
how the parent-child roles can be reversed. The child
becomes more independent in helping out the single
parent compared to a household where both parents
can balance the workload. The single parent may rely
on the child more as a friend.

Another theme | wanted to explore was online dating.
The introduction of online and app dating in the 21st
century has had tremendous impact on dating habits
and relationships. Though the media tends to focus
on online dating among millennials, this quest for
companionship online is a universal experience for
people of all ages.

Inspired by my mom, the protagonist is a middle-aged
single mom and a recent immigrant, who tries online
dating. This quest for love while balancing family and
career is still a relevant feminist issue. In film and in
life, single moms often struggle in the background. By
telling these slice-of-life stories, | offer a lesser-seen
cinematic representation of Chinese women facing
unconventional relationships.




FILM STILLS










Rachel Lu (Lily)

Best known for her role as Tiger Mom on ABC’s What Would

You Do? Rachel Lu has appeared on stage, films and TV
commercials. She was recently seen in Chinglish (Portland
Center Stage/Syracuse Stage) and brownsville song/b-side for
Trey (Florida Studio Theatre). Her Film/TV credits include playing
a conspicuous fashionista in Front Cover on Netflix, Wu-Tang:

An American Saga (Hulu), and Two Sentence Horror Stories
(CW). She was nominated for Best Actress in a short film for

her performance in Paper Wrap Fire and received her MFA from
Columbia University. Connect with Rachel at RachellLu.com

LEAD CAST

Hana Kim (Joyce)

Hana Kim is a 12-year old Korean/French-American actress.
Hana was born in Paris, spent her early years in Beijing

and Shanghai, and currently resides in Los Angeles. She

Is a gifted /th grade student and speaks French, Korean,
Mandarin Chinese, and Spanish. Hana loves comedy, art, and
to write and draw and aspires to make movies and TV as an
actor, writer, producer, and director.




SUPPORTING CAST

Elena Ouspenskaia
(Elena, Elite Match event host) Eliud Kauffman (Art)

Elena Ouspenskaia was born in Tver, Russia. She wanted to Eliud Kauffman Garcia is a film, TV and stage actor. Known for

be an actress since age 11. Studied acting in Moscow at the Hands of Stone, Bel Canto, From Nowhere (Audience Award

State Institute of Theatre Art (GITIS) now The Russian Institute  at SXSW) , The Intern, Lloro (Best Actor in Leading Role

of Theatre Arts. Worked around 25 years on the stage of the Nomination at the New York International Film Festival), Elegy

theaters of Orel and Saint-Petersburg, Russia. Moved to USA (Directed by John Flynn (co-producer of “The Garden Left

New York in 1992. Known for Miriam Terzian - For Life S2EA4, Behind” directed by Flavio Alves and Audience Award winner at

Petra Pinkas - Love Life SIE2 Old Russian Woman in “The SXSW). Con Dios. TV: Boardwalk Empire, Law and Order Special

Rusalka” episode of Madam Secretary CBS (2015) Winifred in Victims Unit, Flesh and Bone. Off Broadway Theatre: Roundabout

HBO’s Project Greenlight Finalist: Winning Entry (2015). Theatre (72 Miles to Go). Eliud was born in Monterrey, Mexico.
He is a Princeton University graduate and an alumni of the
Conservatory Program at T. Schreiber Studio in New York.
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Nanny (2016)
13 mins, English/Chinese
Written & Directed by Kathy Meng

https://vimeo.com/192295707

CLAIRE HSU

My Boyfriend’s Daughter (2019)
10 mins, English
Written & Directed by Kathy Meng

https://vimeo.com/341730290
PW: DadsGirls123

PAST WORK




