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A gutsy young woman sneaks off for a date only 
to butt heads with her chaperoning chauffeur. 



Jude coerces her disapproving driver, 
Aydarous, into taking her to meet a 
date. Set over the course of a night in 
2003 Riyadh, Jude must find creative 
ways to get rid of Aydarous so that she 
can have an intimate moment with her 
boyfriend.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT



It is 2003. You are in the back of the car with your boyfriend, and 
Missy Elliot’s “Get Your Freak On” is playing in the background. It is an 
electrifying moment, an intimate date between romantic teenagers… 
until a conspicuous cough from the front seat reminds you that your 
disapproving chauffeur is also present at this date. This was the norm 
for clandestine dating in Saudi Arabia, and “Me & Aydarous” captures 
a formative moment in my own life as the film explores this unusual 
agreement (and disagreement) between a young woman and her 
driver. 

Given their differences spanning class, age, gender, and beliefs, I 
was drawn to the power dynamic between these two characters that 
is in flux throughout the film. With this film I wanted to encapsulate 
the absurdity of normalized dating behavior in a conservative 
environment, as well as explore the multilayered—beautiful, awkward, 
and unconventional—relationship between these two characters in 
this specific set of circumstances. 



“Me & Aydarous” is a comedic take on a young 
woman’s fight for agency and formal relationships, 
complicated by conceptual clashes across values 
and tradition, and operational hurdles (i.e., the 
inability to drive). I want people to question, to 
reminisce, and to laugh at the creative lengths 
we go to when it comes to getting what we want, 
to exercising our basic need for intimacy and 
connection.



CREWCREW



Writer/Director

SARA BALGHONAIM is a Saudi filmmaker pursuing her MFA 
in Film & TV production at New York University, Tisch School of 
the Arts. Sara’s directorial debut “Me & Aydarous” was in Official 
Selection at the Aspen Shortsfest, Palm Springs Int’l Shortfest, 
Hamptons Int’l Film Festival, Red Sea Int’l Film Festival, and the 
New Filmmakers LA Film Festival in 2023. The film received the 
Wasserman Award in 2022. Sara also recently produced “Sweet 
Refuge”, winner of the Director’s Guild of America Student Award, 
and winner at the Int’l South Asian Film Festival Canada. 

Before her time at NYU, she worked for director Haifa Al Mansour 
as an Assistant Director on “The Perfect Candidate.” She was also 
an Assistant Director on several notable Saudi films. In 2019, Sara 
starred in “Dunya’s Day”, winner of the Special Jury Award at the 
Sundance Film Festival.  



Producer

RAED ALSEMARI is a filmmaker from Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. His short film “Dunya’s Day” premiered at the 
2019 Sundance Film Festival, where it won the Jury Award 
for International Fiction. It’s toured over 30 film festivals, 
including Palm Springs ShortFest, San Francisco Int’l Film 
Festival, Cairo, and Durban International Film Festivals. 

In 2020, Alsemari completed his MFA in Filmmaking at 
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. Before that, he obtained 
his BA in History and Literature at Harvard University. Since 
2020, he has been teaching an intensive screenwriting 
program with the support of the Saudi Film Commission.



Director of Photography

KHALID AL SUDAIRY is a cinematographer based 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Previously, Khalid worked on 
numerous feature films such as “The Perfect Candidate”,  
“Zero Distance”, “Last Visit”, and “Tickling Giants”. 

Khalid worked on independent documentary films 
with BMC films, as well as his own personal project, 
the “Doxiadis” documentary. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree at Wheaton College, majoring in Film and New 
Media. During those years, he attended a film program 
at FAMU in Prague. Khalid also completed film-intensive 
summer programs at New York Film Academy, as well as 
Studio Institute Global in Los Angeles.



CASTCAST



Jude

IDA ALKUSAY is a Saudi actress. She started 
her acting career in 2019 by starring in the feature 
film “Junoon”, which led to her nomination for 
best actress in a feature film in the London 
Film Festival. She has also acted in multiple 
MBC productions, including the show “White 
Eyeliner”, “Innocent Victims”, and “Cut Off”.



Aydarous

BALLAH MOHAMMED ALFADHEL is a 
Sudanese poet living between Khartoum 
and Jeddah. His first acting experience 
was in “Me & Aydarous”. His background 
in literature and language led to his passion 
for poetry. He published a compilation 
of poems titled: A Forgotten Path is in 
my Hands. He also has more than seven 
manuscripts of poetry. 



Faisal

SALEH ALSHIRIAN is a Saudi actor based 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. He has a Master’s 
degree in Acting for Screen from the Royal 
Central School of Speech and Drama in 
London. In 2018, he studied Acting for 
Film at the New York Film Academy in Los 
Angeles. He starred in “Hell/Quit”, and his 
recent works include “Me & Aydarous” and 
“Survive & Adapt”.
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