L

WHERE’'S: THE

IMAM?




KEY FACTS

GENRE Dark—Comedy.

LENGTH 12 minutes

PRODUCTION - . .

Compan Vues Production! |

LOCATION Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
. ASPECT RATIO {779

LANGUAGE ~ Arabic

YEAR 2023

EXHIBITION 5% & T
e Digital P_rolectlon (DCP)
SUBTITLES English

VUES

CONSULTANGY & PRODUCTION

AUDIO FORMAT

~Advanced Audio Technology




ISynopsis
In a comic way, Saleh -30s- struggles to pay his rent. He
decides to sell antiques in the garage sale with his
- reckless friend Nasser. Suddenly, they beaks in a school
to steal fire extinguisher. The situation leads them to
stuck in the mosque while the imam does not show up,
‘they decide to lead the prayer covering their crime.
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Writer & Director Rl 8555l 5 ABIS
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'DIRECTOR’S NOTE
“Where's the Imam?” started from the idea of “What if someone faces a problem in his life that
leads him to get involved in a moral conflict?” From this question, the events of the story are -
built, how does Ahmad, after waiting for his , daughter for years, faces the challenges of life?
How does he pay his rent without reaching out and asking for help, and how does his
fatherhood pushes him to steal fire extinguisher to sell them and pay his rent? How does he
face his unknown future when he is stuck in the mosque and the prayer ask him to lead the
prayer? During the writing and preparation stage of the film, the questions/led me from one
question to another. The questions were oscillating between reality, logic and illogic. | believe
this is the main essence of the film to be a gateway to questions and reflection.
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BAKR ALDUHAIM "pj_gajljiu_

Producer

Bakr Alduhaim is-a Saudi producer with a  &jume 93 (392w &iio o (o.o_\” )SJ
distinguished career in cinema, known for.his w28 - allaely 3ptn Al W9 O)aaie
work in fictional narratives and documentaries. ol 485Ul ad83lg ALl Cabs
He founded Vues, a company focused on 08 O s el Ll oagl ,_,JI "g0"
building a cultural bridge between Saudi Arabia , @Jl_«::.llg dJ.)g.Q.uJJl
and the world. | /
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‘PRODUCER’S NOTE

In 2020 Saudi Arabia hosted the G20 and | worked on the openlng film for it and that was
when | met our director Abrar, she was representing the client. After that project we discussed -
our shared passion for cinema and since .then we've been working together on multiple
projects. What hooked me to this story, is the fact that it's a way of showcasing different kind
of the many untold stories in Saudi Arabia. This experience was very insightful and rich in so
many ways, we got a chance to work with so many entities and professionals who shared the
same love and passion for cinema. | strongly believe these kind of projects are a key in-helping
us as Saudi filmmakers grow and growing our film industry by digging deep into our local
stories and sharing it with the world. | :
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S KHALED#ZIDAN 22 e S alag] alls

- Executive Producer & DoP )00 9 (S340I5 uiie

Khaled Zidan is-a documentary and fiction film d.ulg)g dJ.o_ang (':}LCJT C)Juo oo Ola) _\JL>
~director with an interest In visual arts, co- QESTIVALY. 3 9dg ‘m)*a.dl O9iall g
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AHMAD YAQOUB

- Saleh

An actor from Saudi Arabia, who began
performing in theater over a decade ago, is
making his second film debut following the
release of Othman. He was honored with
many awards for his outstanding theatrical
performance, winning forty in all for the
projects in which he took part.



# AHMAD KAABI

- Nasser
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Ahmad Kaabi is a young, talented Saudi actor
who participated "in significant Saudi films,
known for his role in Ras B’ras “Aboud
Khafash”. In addition, he is well-liked and
frequently appears in Saudi television shows;
the most recent of these is Al Naseem ngh
School.
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KEY CREW

PRODUCTION i P
DESIGNER Majd Alqurashl
ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR Lama A!_Ezulfah
EDITOR Abdulaziz Alharbi
. SOUND -
" RECORDIST Mah?f Elzari
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PRODUCTION . . b
MANAGER Sufyan Alduhain
CAMERA , _
OPERATOR Marwan Balghaith g
GAFFER  Ibrahim AlSalmi
SOUND _ | ' |
DESIGNER Samuel Marot-Saferis




REVIEWS

“This is the first student film-in the history of our program to be made in Saudi Arabia. Not only is it
revelatory as content — it's safe to say that no one else has ever made a short film about a hustling can man
commandeering a mosque — but it's a tribute to Abrar’'s ablility that she was able to create a confident and
cinematic film in a country with scant infrastructure to support film production.”

JACK LECHNER |
(CHAIR OF FILM DEPARTMENT - COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY)

“As little as | may know of the Saudis' sense of "Abrar Qari perfectly understands the comedy
comedy, this short made me laugh with its conventions while infusing grace and wit into her
observational humor of the desperate characters. story. Her directing style has an effortless
A young woman like yourself who's gone from approadh, which only seasoned filmmakers can
writing the story to now directing the film with all construct. Her film shows great promise, and |
these grown men makes me so proud!” | can't wait to see her feature films" |
YARED ZELEKE _ | ' RAFAEL LESSA _

(SCREENWRITER & DIRECTOR) | (LATINX WRITER, DIRECTOR)
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