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SYNOPSIS

"The Middle follows Joanna Baca as she works at a local
fast-food restaurant while trying to avoid the reality of the
tragic event that happened the night before. She’s pushed and
pulled in many directions and ultimately is left to face the facts
and make a choice. Life is full of choices and they can affect
the trajectory of our lives and at 15, it can feel like life or death.

I'want to explore these uncomfortable feelings all while
showing the lifestyle, beauty; and dysfunction of a small desert
town which isn't often portrayed properly in film.

"This short film is a teaser for a feature film that explores
Joanna’s adolescent life while she goes off the deep end

with the “wrong crowd”.



WRITER/DIRECTORBIO

Sylvia Ray is an award-winning Chicana/Korean-American ditector and a Satellite
Collective Fellow: Born and raised in Barstow; CA, Sylvia's passion for storytelling was
nurtured by her parents, who watched Star "Trek and bootleg Korean dramas in separate

ro0oms,

Sylvia's work emanates a fun and feminine energy; intertwining themes of empowerment,
identity, and navigating through grief. Her dark comedy, PREGGERS, garnered acclaim,
carning the Best Comedy Shortaward at the Arizona International Film Festival and a
screening at The Academy through the LatinX InFocus program at New Filmmakers LA.
Sylvia was chosen for HBO's Tomorrow's Filmmaker's Today program, where her film
LEN(N)Y streamed to audiences on Pantaya and DISH! Latino.

Based in Los Angeles, Sylvia draws inspiration from her upbringing in a desert town, her
international travels, and her experience in fashion. Sylvia is driven to create a positive impact

in BIPOC representation both in front of and behind the camera.




The Middle follows Joanna Baca who is pushed and pulled in many directions and ultimately is left to face the facts
and make a choice. Life is full of choices and they can effect the trajectory of our lives and at 15, it can feel like life or
death.

Twant to explore these uncomfortable feelings all while showing the lifestyle, beauty, and dysfunction of a small desert
town which isn't often portrayed properly in film. This short film is a teaser for a feature film that explores Joanna's
adolescent life while she goes off the deep end with the “wrong crowd”. 3;—

As the writer and director, my inspiration stems from personal experiences growing up, mostly unsupervised, in
Barstow, CA. Vibes from Gus Van Sant's PARANOID PARK and the raw intensity of Catherine Hardwicke’s
THIRTEEN among other coming-of-age films are references for me. However, THE MIDDLE secks to portray
teen life through an American Latine lens, resonating with audiences across communities. The goal is a pomaymt
hits you in the gut, with performances not just seen but felt, capturing the pulse of a small desert town. -

Diverse narratives reflecting the complexity of the human experience are crucial. BIPOC teens in small towns may
feel their stories and dreams are overlooked. THE MIDDLE challenges this notion, embarking on a journey into

the shadows of grief, providing a timely reflection on morality and personal responsibility: It serves as a rallying cry for
those who feel unseen, demonstrating through Joanna's resilience that their stories do matter and that griefis
universal. Despite the tragic elements, this stoty remains a beacon of hope, llustrating that even in the darkest of times,

we can overcome adversity and start again.
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https://pro.imdb.com/name/nm13850932/?ref_=tt_fm_prodr
https://trusslexx.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3483537/
https://pro.imdb.com/name/nm13274425/?ref_=tt_fm_name
https://epistemecollective.com/

K[Y cH[w EDITOR- PATRICK LAWRENCE

Patrick Lawrence is 2 Los Angeles-based Editor and Director, originally from St. Louis, Missouri. He has edited

16 Feature Films since 2014, including "Scare Me" {Shudder/AMC) and "Clara’s Ghost" (MGM/Otion), both
of which world premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. In addition to having 7 films premiere at Sundance,
projects that Patrick has edited have screened worldwide at SXSW, Tribeca, Cannes, Fantastic Fest, Outfest,
Beyond Fest, and more! Outside of theatrical, Patrick is also an accomplished Episedic editor, recently serving as
Lead Editor on the short-form Netflix series "Bonding” for two seasons, as well as the second season of "This

Close" for AMC/SundanceTV. Patrick is endorsed by Adobe for his use of Premiere Pro and the Creative Cloud

suite.

DP-VARISCELA BEATRIZ MENDEL

Mariscela Beatriz Mléndez is a Chicana Director of Photography from San Antonio, Texas. Her
clients include Vanity Fair, Google, Slamdance, and Netflix. Mariscela was selected to participate in
the Women in Fitm INSIGHT Fellowship, Film Independent’s Project Involve, The Hola Mexico
Tomorrow’s Filmmakers Today Fellowship, and The Amernican Society of Cinematographer’s Vision

Mentor Program. She is also the recipient of The Peregrine Collective 2022 Grant. Mariscela has a
deep connection to her Mexican-American roots and often works on projects involving LatinX L

identity, female driven films, and magical realism. Ms. Méndez is 2 member of ICG Local 600 based

in Los Angeles and works worldwide.



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2620204/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2941550/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_2_nm_6_q_MARISCELA

Jimmy LaValle and his musical project The Album Leat, is best known for his distinctive, dreamy, dnematic

soundscapes that have been featured in film, television, commercials, and numerous alburn, EP and Single
releases. The Album Leafhas toured both nationally and internationally. Performances have included Red
Rocks Amphitheater in Denver, Colorado; The Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles, California; Primavera
Sound Festival in Barcelona, Spain; All Tomorrows Parties "T'll Be Your Mirror” Festival, curated by
Portishead; Metamorphose Festival in Tokyo, Japan; and national tours of the United States, Mexico, Canada,
Europe, China, Singapore, Taiwan, and Malaysia. LaValle performed a eritically acclaimed live score to the
1927 silent film SUNRISE: A SONG OF TWO HUMANS, at the 2008 Seattle International Film
Festival.

PRODUCTION DESIGNER-R

OSE WESTERMAN


https://rosewesterman.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1550279/

JOANNABACA- VICTORIA MOROLES

Victoria Moroles is a Mexican-American actor/producer who can by

in the latest season of
Netflixs NEVER HAVE 1 EVER as well as Hulu's coming of age c<l)medy feature, PLAN B.
She also recently starred in and assodiate produced Shudder’ father-daughter horror comedy
BLOOD RELATIVES.

Born in Corpus Christi, TX, she currently resides in Los Angeles with her ever growing plant
collection. In her spare time she is a mentor/coach working with young actors/artists and is also
dedicated to philanthropic pursuits, partnering with Planned Parenthood Greater Texas and other

organizations.


https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3483537/?ref_=tt_cl_t_1

RICARDO “RICKY" BACA- JULIO

Julio Macias is a multi-talented actor and producer and stz
Award-winning Netflix original series ON MY BL Y
production, SELENA: THE SERIES as the role o

&Ly—acdahned,

-starred in the Netflix original

iy .‘_l'_f j
Julio is bi-lingual and an animal lover, with his own f:éécq;

_—



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm5041191/?ref_=tt_cl_t_2

ADRIANA - ISABELLA FELICIANA

Isabella Feliciana is a bom and raised Long beach native. She stars in the feature film Maya'whi
premiered at Raindance Film Festival. She is also a proud TAMA theatre ensemble memb
made her debut in their world premiere play ‘Smile’. She graduated summa cum laude fr :
Marymount University with degrees in English and Theatre Arts; and also trained at the Ra
Academy of Dramatic Arts in the Foundations of Classical Acting. While at Loyola Maryrr‘l

she received the sustained achievement in acting award and the Virginia Barnelle Acting sc


https://www.imdb.com/name/nm12814961/?ref_=tt_cl_t_3

ANGELO-EDGARDESANTIAGD

Edgar de Santiago is a first-generation Mexican-. Amtrgcan born and raised i m \mth ﬁve

siblings. Edgar trained at a four year BFA program with a concentration in Acting, ha Iy Worke

commeruals,

classical and contemporary plays. Edgar has since been working professionally
modeling, and stories that focus on the Latinx experience. Now based in Los clcs, :' most A
recent bookings include SWAT. (TV),RZR (TV), the feature film, Last D Hoppe

the A-Train. }



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm13404342/?ref_=tt_cl_t_4

TYLER- CHRIS ORTEGA

Chris Ortega was born in Los Angeles, California. He was raised in a competitive mixed martial arts
environinent, having trained with some of the world’s top mixed martial artists since he was a young
child thanks to his family and brother, Brian Ortega, a contender for the UFC featherweight belt.

Many expected him to follow in his brother’s footsteps, despite the fact that he has trained in jivjitsu,
kickboxing, and boxing throughout his life and has competed in amateur competitions.

However, at the age of 12, after watching a number of films that piqued his interest in the field,
discovered his own passion for acting and enrolled in an acting studio. At th ] ;
MIDDLE is Chris'debut film!



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm13852426/?ref_=tt_cl_t_5
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VICTORIA MOROLES JULIO MACIAS ISABELLA FELICIANA EDGAR DE SANTIAGD va CHRIS ORTEGA

MlnnlE ACCOMPLISHMENTS / INTERESTING FACTS

Over 60% POC Cast and Crew
Filmed in one of the Original Del Taco’s in Barstow, CA
Hired background and supporting actors locally.

CONTACTS

Sylvia Ray
Sylvialinray@gmail.com

(screener available upon request)

WRITTEN AND mnnr SYLVIA RAY



mailto:sylvialinray@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/the_middle_film/



