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SUEÑO · / ˈsweɲo/
The state of being sleepy, tired, and wanting to sleep.
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An American man embarks on a journey to meet his mother, a legendary flamenco dancer whose
fatal sleep disorder is deteriorating her mind and body to death. In Madrid, he learns that dying
is part of life, but suffering shouldn’t be. As he witnesses her worsening, he becomes
instrumental in helping her find long-awaited peace and restfulness.
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We filmed in August 2023  in Mexico City, at an iconic house in Chapultepec that felt magical to all of us.
Other locations include The Foro Shakespeare Theater in Mexico City, and Madrid, Spain. 
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Sueño takes place in Madrid, Spain, home to the matriarch in our story. Bold and captivating, in shades of
blue, green, and purple, our character-driven story looks raw and painful, like a winter in Madrid... but it feels
comforting, the kind of comfort you only feel when you finally get home.
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Lost. Erratic. Ever the quiet type. Daniel is a charming young man
who spent his life trying to find himself... and in doing so, he finds
his mother, a Spanish flamenco dancer who agrees to meet him in
person right when she is in the last stages of her life. Daniel
embarks on a journey, both physical and emotional, as he fights to
find some purpose and identity.

Themes: Abandonment, loss, forgiveness, queerness...
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DANIELDANIEL TISCARTISCAR MARIOMARIO
A larger-than-life retired dancer. Complex. Narcissistic. She
was diagnosed with an illness that affects her sleeping
patterns, deteriorating her mind and body to death. Her
body, her most precious tool to create her art, is failing her.
She reconnects with the son she had while in a residency in
New York, and his arrival in Madrid is crucial in the last
stages of her life.

Themes: Death, illness, restfulness, motherhood,
sleepwalking through life. 
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A caretaker who has worked with Tiscar for years,
back when he was a fan of the dancer. She needs the
help, and Mario is genuinely a good boy, just a little
caught up in his delusions. He's pure queer joy, and
he is interested in Daniel, but the timing is just not
right for each of these three characters.

Themes: Queerness, family, belonging...
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One day, I left my family and my home behind, and now they are 6,000 miles away… they have been for almost 12 years. As a result,
I started exploring the concept of loss and grieving without physically losing a person, but then a number of my loved ones actually
left. 

Death is weird. I learned that the grieving process was still devastating (ask my therapist if you don’t believe me!), but then I began
to love writing stories about it. Now grief lingers in almost everything I write.

In sueño, I wanted my character to find a very strong woman with a very complex personality who is caring and fascinating. That
woman is based on my mother and my two grandmas, Paula and Tiscar.

I also had to tell my story, the story of a queer man who, for years, has grieved for things he never had. And that’s how Daniel came
to life; I wanted to tell the reverse of my story. In the same way that I left home and a family behind, I wanted my character to find
one as if I were both me and that American man who is about to find the answers he always searched for. 
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....RAUL MARTIN ROMERO
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