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JAMNLBRY FRESS KIT Cotober 2024

SHORT
SYNOPSIS

Marooned in a coastal town, Noah yearns to belong somewhere
between the blue tides and the raining sun.
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT Ootober 2024

LONG SYNOPSIS

Sat in the festhve summer of 2015 between the biue tides and the raining swun. Moah finds.
rimaeif on o seckcded beach with his friend Ma and a group of boys With no place to stag), no
car, and oy thair belongings and a feer cans of beer. bMa, chooses to leavss Moah behind
drifting aowayy with & rear boyfriend

Ot of niscessityy. Moah fadls into the dhythm of the group, taoging along with Mok arnc the
others, They sgerd the afteroon plaging drinking garres, with hoalh mitialy fesling out of place,
But as the hours 2ip by and the beers flow, Noah bagine to relas, Ms guard iowarng as ba's
sk accepted imto the fold

AdvnmMyr

T 8Ly takoas & D, winen Mok raveals his ATirasiion o Mook, Tanaor sk Tas wivn MNek's
SUerrotec, Lisa, Bedires t0 grow suspicious of them, Uincormfortaisks with Moal's preserc s, she
envanteak) Torcas e ot of hae homee Tha Dous satch n slancs, o ore steppeng Tomaard to
che et By

Slong, wAth nowwhara to oo, Noah wanders the strests in e haee of shame Hs sanse of
belonging shattered He crosees paThs with Jo, B ooal resident. Theer first nteraction i hostle,
o M= that ands with Jo nockcertaly Hitting Moah with @ book, mistaking hirm for o magpbe.
Raaksing her mistake, Jo mmedatel) takas responsioiity and of fers belp, nviting MNoah nto her
e For @ rmeaad

Though Moah s guiet, o sensas his sotation without needing words, Shae offars him a place to
stoyy, and in the coming dagy), sha takes hinn along on ber dady) fishing trips. As thoy spand monse
tirmus togpetiher, they open up to each other —sharing stores, vunerabilities, and truths. in Jo
Moah finds 5 =0 wWiho understands Rim, somecrs wiho seas him for who be truly s

Later that afternoon, Moah decsicdes to recormect with Rs friends, realisng that hes read) to
Mol o But b finds himael back at Jo's house by evering and they share a kgt moment,
passing a joint and isughing togethaer. Their comnaection s briaf et profound —a st
ephemeral bornd that was simply just encoogh,
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JAMNLBRY FRESS KIT Chotober 20024

Run time 20mins S3saconds (= 21mins)

= 5 | oo T s
TECHNICAL secomcowne
Shooting format Ulkra HD BxF
e CH Frame rate 25FFS
‘..-.\_J_, e Aspect ratio 158
sl o s Sound details: Sterec/5.1

Exhibition format: DCP

Genre: Drama

Thama: Coming of Aga

Country of production: Australia
Language: English with English subtitles
Production Completion on 7/4/2024
Post-production Completion on 25,/11,2024
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THE CAST
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT

R D O e F s TR L i

NOAH
Lead
KEVIN KHAN

Hea Hirn

Kewin Khan stars as tha lead role MNoah' in January, Noah has abvags gearned
and longed for a sense of belonging without knowing how to articulate it
He's abways just managed to it i’ without taking too much spacea to ba

noticeable. Subservient, kind-hearted and sometimes anxious - gets taken
for grarted by his pears A product of his amdrormment, MNoah is stuck in fair
weather friendships derived from a private school education reeking of toxic
rmasculinity and a prevaiing eurc-centric culture - his haart is desparataly
trying to climb out - e just Needs someone to throw him a rope.

Feavin Khan is an Australian-Vietnamese actor based in NaarmMelourne.
Graduating from Tha National Theatre Drama Schoaol in 2020, During his timea
he worked across an armmay of n-house productions across both theatre and
firm. Shorthy after, ha received representation from Active Artist's and weant

on to play the recurring role of "Anh" in Paramount Flus’ Last King Of The
Cross - working alongside Tim Roth Resarvoir Dogs’ (19592), Hoa Xuanda ‘Tha
Sympathizer’ (2024, Lncoln Younes and many more. Currently Kevin s
developing his own screanplay 'Tommy' N background of working on a
supporting role for an upcoming Screen Australia / Amazon Prime feature
firm Sacrifice, whare ha plays a yourng soldier Mason Mulat Le'. Bayond Kewiri's
innate passion for acting, he works freelance as a DJ playing at events and
variuas acroes Malbourrs,

7.
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT Ootober 2024

JO

Lead

AMANDA MA

She Har

Armanda Ma stars as " Jo' in Jarnuary, embodying a woman in her fullness She s as fierce
as she is nurturing, as grounded as she s sporadc, serous as she s witty Unapoiogetic
and deaply matermat Jo's [ife is simphy bissful to the naked eye, but that's not to say she
hasnt suffered After a ife of loss and losing a chid she has been on a haalng journel
gver snca. Jo s the living exarmpia of thea embodied bobarmian spirit.

Graduating from the Victorian Colage of the Arts in 1975, an esteamed alrmni of St
Martins Theatre School and the Kathleen Gorham Ballet Academy Amanca paved the
path for yourng Asian actors in Australia. Amanda has left an ndalible mark on the
nclustry through ber extensive work acnoss Film, television, and theatre, Her dhverse
carear Ncludas Nnotable parformancas on stage nchuding Anthaem Melb. Sud. Perth
festivals), Cybec Electric MTC), A Ghost in Her Suitcase Melb, Syd Perth festivals) And
on screen in both mainstrearm and art house productions ncluding Stateless Netflix),
Farmdy Law (SB3), Better Man (SB83), Bed of Roses (ABC), Highway to hal (1951), The
Furracs G020 and Strangs Craaturas (2024

Armandas artistic journay ook Rar to MNenww York, wihara sha created and prasantad bar
own performances, keading to a short film that garnered awands and was featured at
tha Malbourma Fim Fastival and othar LS. verues. in addition to her fim and thaatrea
work, Amanda contributes her passion for storyteling and the arts as a freelance
Safari Tour Gude at the Werribee Open Range Zoo where she exprassas her endclass
love Tor animals.
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT

NICK

Supporting

CHARLIE DI STEFANO

He /Hirm

Charfie Di Stefano stars as "Nick' in January, Nick is the charismatic embodiment of
white priviege. He exudes a golden exterior of confidence, charm and innocence yet
beneath the Tacade lles a love starved boy in a hollow home, Concealing his
homosaxuality and harbouring a world of secrets faw are privy to, Nick coud end up
st ke his fathar,

Charle D Stefano, based in Melbourne, Australia, is a versatie artist known for his
extansive work in acting. He began his career at a young age, appPearing N Numearous
short films across Australia and the United States His long-running roéa in the sonic
Australan series Neighbours gained him significant recognition More recently, Charlie
has featured in the poputar TV show Last Kings of the Cross (Season 2) and the ABC
sarias Crany Fun Park In addition to telavision, Charlie has made a lasting imprassion in
theatre, playing iconic roles such as John Proctor in The Crucible and King Malcolm in
Macbeth Although primariy known for his acting, Charie is also recognised for his
fimmaking. His most notable project, s This Forever, Is an emotionally driven fim that
has won over 40 awards worldwide. Drawing from his personal experiences with grief.
Bafore this, Charke alzo spent some time living in Los Angelas, whare he Further
expanded his creative network. With a diverse acting background and a growing
presance as a fiimmaker, he continuas to explore challenging subjects both in front of
and behind the camera, bringing authanticity and depth to all his projects
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JAMNLBRY FRESS KIT

Ooctober 2024

MiA

Playod By

ISABELLA MANGANO

She e

LISA

Flagped By

CAITLIN OFARRELL

Shem her
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THE BOYS

Played By
E..E'-.EE Cﬂ'-.LI | MARKUS GAVAN | LACHE THOMSON | CHARLIE FAUBEL

Ha Ham HayHm

Ha Ham

Ooctober 2024
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JAMNLBRY FRESS KIT

TV, OO el DTV

Ja g d o

THE CREW

oo PTG
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JAMUARY PRESS KIT

XIN OCEAN

Director, Writer and Producer
He/MHm

Xin, a Chinesa Austraian actor, writer and director based in Maarm Melbourmse),
Australia. With an early break into the industry - featuring a notable role as a
saries regular in ABC's The Heights' (2018, followead by a guest appearance in

The Furmace, (2020), Currently represented by CBM - one of Australia's top
takent agents, Xin has dedicated the past seven years to refining his skils whilst
simultanaousl) working frealance, With roots in both stage and screan, Xin
integrates oth naturalism and dramatics into his poetic storyteling giving his
characters and performances a layered existence. Xin has a distinct approach
to explore peychosocial behavqours and the naural development of his
characters to alhwauys portray real belevable peopie on screen, His research
and community participation extends across dance, connection, spiritual and
ermbkodimeant workshops worldwide,

In recent years, Xin has dehsed into directing, working and collaborating closely
with asteemed mentors, ncluding Kim Farrant ‘Strangerand’ (2015} - starring
Nicole Kidman and Hugo Weaving. and Anthony Brandon Wong 'Tha Matrix
(2003 - starring Keanu Reeves and Laurence Fishburne, Co-axisting with his
passion for acting . Xin nurtures a profound ambition to tell untold storias and
bring unseen characters to screans, Drawing from both lived experience and
fascination, hiz stories break from conventions and expectations of wiho peopia
are’ and who thay 'shoud be'. Xin with a passion for humanity desires to explore
the profound depths of storyteling and create beautiful, compeling, truthfiul
wWork,
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT Ohotober 2024

DIRECTORS STATEMENT

Honouring My teenage seif, | gathered recolactions, mamories, exchangeas, events,
conversations, looks, words said and unsaid during my upbringing N conservative
Western Australia. | used them to paint a picture of friendship against blue currents,
white sands, and purple skies, 'JANUARY" shares my personal ived experience of
being a second-genearation immigrant growing up with working-class parents
amongst an opulent and Euracentric culture where isolation and nvisibility came with

| specificaly wanted to pry into the dynamics of modern day Australian coastal
towns, where peopke are often barefoot and carefree. Where breathtaking bucolc
eauty conceals an undercurrent of exclusion and hostility. it was about conjuring
these energies and turning them into the characters. | created these characters
based on people who were real and that | knew in my own ife but were noticeabiy
absent from the big screens, Noah Kevin Khan) and Jo (Amanda Ma) embody the
characters | longed to sea on screen growing up, even up until now. In the film, Jo is
aeverything that an Asian woman is and more, And Noabh is just a boy who wanted to
balong somewbhera, Thar stary bridges the worids —youth and maturity, Asian and
Australian, Emphasising the co-existence of thesa narratives within the dasporic
exparience,

To me, an actor's role is to create a ful’ human being—one, audences can sae
themseheas n As a drector, | had the priviege of witnassing and fostering a safe
container for this exploration, We workad with our fears, truths, vunerabiities and

boundaries throughout this process, We welcomed all parts of ourselves — the good,
bad and the ugly, and we weaaved it nto the fabeic of the fim,

This project also grew from just wanting to gather all my friends together and
create someathing precious and special | have been so lucky to develop this vision
alongsice a talented, strong, supportive, diverse, and loving group of fimmakers,
Togethear crafting a narrative that celebrates identity and culture through a ived

experiences that speaks to many, This fim also represents a homage and an endless
love | have for my parents, family, chosen family, elders and other mentors in my ife.,

Often, | am very susceptible to volatility in this rapidy growing world, | feal l am

always n and out touch, conflicted and resolved, grounded and ungrounded, found
and then lost. But it is these nourishing connections that have kept me going. | do
baleve it is paramount for young people to have guidance and have someaonea to
throw them a rope. Especialy n this day and especially as artists, | hope JANUARY
can be a remindear for that
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT Ootober 2024

THE PRODUCERS

Saly = an ernerging Tim producer based in
MNaarmm (Melbourne), Australia, with a passion
for storytading and dversity She has workad
onendless sets, including cormmercials, music
vidaos, and short firme. Driven by a deep
interest in narratives that shed kight on
minorities, Sally s particulary drawn to
stories about Asians in Austrafa \With her
Chnese Australian heritage sarving as both
Inspiration and motivation, she is committed
to armpifying the volcas and expariances of
undarreprasentad communities through har
work in filn production

Salys journey as a producaer is characterisad
by a dedication to authanticity, empathy, and
A 3 the power of visual storyteliing. Through har
E"f‘ projects, she seeks to chalenge sterectypes,
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PRODUCER STATEMENTS

As an Asian Australian fimmaker, | have always feit a deep desire to tel our
stories within the context of the Western world When | first came across the
script of "JANUARY', | was captivated mmediately. This story beautifully explores
how Asian ndividuals often feeal the nead to conform, while also shedding light on
the chalenges we face during our teenage years. It delves into the complexities of
finding our identity and place N such a unigue environment.

JANUARY is a narrative filed with both struggle and warmth, it portrays feslings
of isolation and betrayal but it also emphasises the kindness and support we can
find from unexpected sources. To me, this fim holds a message of resiience and
empowerment—reminding us that no matter how complicated our
circumstances may be, we can aways find genuine friends and carve out a space
where we truly belong.

SALLY LONG

Producer
Sl e

JANUARY captivated my interast through its intimate diasporic storyteling set
against the the beauty of Australia's shores. Witnessing the evolution from script
to screen has been a remarkable experiance, especialy observing all various
elerments come together in harmony from start to finish.

The story reflacts the experiences of many second and third-ganaration
immigrants ving in Australia and their adolescent axperiance . | believe it wil
rasonate with many ndividuals even outside of the Australian context.

Xin is not only an exceptional writer and director but also possesses a kind and
generous sprrit; it was a priviege to colaborate with such a talented team on this
project during production. | hope that "JANUARY can be seen by many and wil
inepire them to continue sharing their own stories of the Australian coming-of-

age experience.

ANGELA LOPEZ

iatAD
s Har
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LINE PRODUCER & DIT

Jarmes Wajura, a Melbourne-
based Fim Director and
Director of Photography. He
b@nmwmaﬂm
and Assistant Camera at
I-Inrriacreaﬂue B.bc:ulﬂ:lan
pmﬁeciantalr:ﬁtﬁamg,
Microsoft, Champion, Samsung,
and Headspace. His dynamic
cinematographic approach,
strong foundation in visual
sburu-hai\gandtad'nml
mwmmm
tnmbnhmrmbnm
mﬁlm‘dmﬁfﬁ

JAMES WAJURA

DIT, Assistant Camera
LTl
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JAMNUARY PRESS KIT Ohotober 2024

photograpber in fashion and advertising -
She's shot for both local and nternational
brands inchuding Bvigar, Levis, Cleopatra’s
Bling, and t's Al Fiuff Maddie also works
closaly with content creators and
influencers, shaping the digital and visual
aesthetics of contamporany culture.
Driven by a profound appreciation for
nature, landscapes, and human
connection her work—spanning both
chgital and fiim formats —abvays
captures the raw, stripped-back

MADDIE ROUX  asthenticiyandgendne portrayal of her

subjects.
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LIGHTING & SOUND

-"111.71
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PRODUCTION DESIGN
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Cctoler 2024

FULL CAST & CREW

CAST

Moah Hewvin Khan

Jo Armancia s

Mick Charie Di Stafano
Lisa Caitin OFarrel
Mia sabela Mangano
Matt Saberiel Cab

Nick's Friends

CREW

Wiritten and
Directed by
Xin Ocean

Produced by
Xin Ocaan
Salky Long
Angela Lopez

Casting
Xin Ocaan

1st Assistant
D o
Angels Lopez
Lne Producer
Sineac] Browm

Unit Manager

Assistant Editor
Ela Boon

Lra Ly

Gaffer
Dl Tar

Best Person
Edvard Christie

Sound Designer
Arcirevwy Dear

Music by
Robice Corbet

Sounid Recordist
Alex Christensen

Boom Dperator
Bea Brozek
Sord Tuncel

Produstion Desigrner
Mk Gaian

Art Director and

Costurme Desigrer
W K

Production Design
Asslatant

Wicket Sehwood-
Thomas

21

Hair aind Makeup Artlst
l=obal BEoskarman

Location Scout
¥in Ocean

Chelsey Catena
Kewin Twan

Offshoot Rentals
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XIN OCEAN AMNGELA LOPEZ

Wiriter B Director Producer

+51 450 732 988 +51 466 348 351
Xinoceanfoutlook.com Angelagablopezfgmail.com




