


LOGLINE 01

A small Liberal Arts College in Sarasota, FL finds itself in a

against the government of Florida for the basic right of
Now, the community must learn how to find in the midst of a reality
they didn't sign up for.




SYNOPSIS
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On January 6th, 2023, Governor Ron DeSantis wages a war against
"wokeness" and appoints six new members to New College of Florida's Board
of Trustees, marking a shift in leadership at the small, progressive public
school and flipping its world upside down for the college's community.

The consequences of the appointment are immediate, with the firing of the
now former president, Patricia Okker, the abolishment of the diversity and
inclusion office, the end of the gender studies major, the recruitment of
student-athletes, and the diaspora of dozens of faculty members.

This case has gotten national and international attention. Governor DeSantis,
at the time in the race to be the Republican representative in the next
presidential election, has made himself directly attached to the events
happening at this small liberal arts institution.

New College's situation represents the endless opportunities for
government control of public educational institutions and the many impacts
on the local community.
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FILMMAKERS

MILENA

WEBSITE | INSTAGRAM | LINKEDIN

Milena Montero is an Argentine producer and filmmaker based in
Los Angeles. She is drawn to stories that spark dialogue and
inspire social impact, with experience spanning documentaries,
television, films, and branded content. Her work has screened at
more than 20 film festivals worldwide and earned recognition,
including Telly Awards, ADDY Awards, and a Student Emmy
nomination.

Born and raised in Buenos Aires, Milena later studied in China
before moving to the United States to pursue filmmaking. A
graduate of Ringling College of Art and Design with a BFA in Film
and Branded Entertainment, she approaches storytelling with a
global perspective and a curiosity for underrepresented voices.

Currently, she works as a freelance producer across documentary
and narrative projects, collaborating with filmmakers and brands
committed to meaningful, purpose-driven storytelling.
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Milena Montero
Producer

Celi Mitidieri
Director & Producer
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Celi Mitidieri is a Brazilian documentary filmmaker
and photographer based in Los Angeles. With a
passion for stories that create a lasting community
impact, her work uses the power of documentary
photography and filmmaking to spark reflection and
inspire social change.

A recent graduate of Ringling College of Art and
Design, Celi earned a BFA in Film with minors in
Business of Art and Design, Photography and Imaging,
Creative Writing, and Film Studies.

Currently, Celi works as a freelancer in documentary
production, directing, and cinematography,
partnering with brands that aim to illuminate untold
stories, celebrating resilience and human connection
in an ever-changing world.


https://www.milenamontero.com/
https://www.instagram.com/milenamonterofilm/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/milenamontero/
http://celimitidieri.com/
http://celimitidieri.com/
https://www.instagram.com/celimitidieri/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/celimitidieri/

DIRECTOR STATEMENT

The project began on January 6th, 2023, as an inevitable response to Governor
Ron DeSantis’ appointment of six conservative leaders to NCF's Board of
Trustees, marking a shift in leadership at the small, progressive public school.

As a student at Ringling College of Art and Design, a partner college nearby, |
have been connected with the NCF community since my first year. The schools'
partnership allows students to take classes on both campuses without
additional cost, fostering cooperation and collaboration.

Upon hearing the news of the appointments, I was horrified and immediately
began documenting the situation through photography. As events escalated,
the project evolved into my Senior thesis, a short documentary focusing on the
students' perspectives. My personal relationships with many students, coupled
with my status as a registered student at NCF during my last semester, allowed
me to be present on campus and build friendships based on mutual trust and
respect. This approach offers the audience an intimate and passionate view of
the significant changes affecting their lives in such a short period.
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Since the new trustees took over, the College has seeniits president fired,
the diversity and inclusion center abolished, the gender studies program
dissolved, and student activists prosecuted. This film explores these
struggles, crafting a portrait of today’s political climate and its direct
impact on students in higher education.

After wrapping production in Sarasota, | traveled to Massachusetts to meet
Libby Harrity, one of the student activists forced to leave NCF. This
experience provided deeper insights into the challenges faced by those who
felt they had no choice but to leave Florida.

Culture War aims to raise awareness about the fight for educational
freedom in Florida and across the United States. Please reach out if you

would like to join our fight!

Thank you for taking the time to learn about our film,

celi.mitdiert



KEY PARTICIPANTS

GABY [
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Gaby Batista is a Senior in Anthropology, the editor
in chief of New College’s student run newspaper,
the Catalyst, and a community organizer.

They have taken several leadership roles, with HE w
experiences that range from student ambassador to

speaker at Save New College rallies. Lﬂ[' LEGE
SAVENEW(COLLEGE DR
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) LIBBY

Libby Harrity, former Senate President at NCF, was
forced to leave New College after being the target of
several accusations of “student conduct violations”
for their activist efforts in protests against the new
policies and the Board of Trustees.

Now, Libby lives in Massachusetts at the Hampshire
College campus, where over 60 students - 10% of
the non-graduating student body of NCF in 2023 -
have relocated to continue pursuing their education.
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KEY PARTICIPANTS 03

GRACE

Grace Keenan represents her community as the
President of the New College Student Alliance, the
student governing body at NCF.

Chosen as the student commencement speaker for
the 2024 graduating class, Grace has an incredible
track record of holding a diplomatic posture while
leading with a firm voice and strong opinions.
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New College

! of Florida

;hh‘. - % e Y S Qs - ) . ) 14 u
A M Y Faculty Representative on the Board of Trustees, C H I_ O E 4th Year Student, 4th Year Student,
Director of the Gender Studies Program Student Journalist Student activist

President of NCF Freedom | S A A C Alumn, Y O I_ E | D Y Former Chief Diversity Officer,

Alumn & Former Professor Former Editor in Chief of the student newspaper Fired by current administration



PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS 10

STILLS POSTER BEHIND-THE-SCENES & AWARDS

: Hﬂ;: e s

CULTURE




FILM FESTIVALS & AWARDS

Awards

The Telly Awards | Bronze Telly | May 2025

44th College Television Awards | Nominee for Nonfiction Series | April 2025
National Film Festival for Talented Youth (NFFTY) | Jury Award | April 2025

Imagine This Women's International Film Festival | Best Emerging Filmmaker | 2025

vy Film Festival | Grand Jury Award | April 2025

Ringling College of Art & Design | Best Documentary | May 2024
Ringling College of Art & Design | Best Editing | May 2024

Festivals

Central Florida Film Festival | Official Selection | Mount Dora, FL | 2025
Through Women's Eyes International Film Festival | Official Selection | Sarasota, FL | 2025
National Film Festival for Talented Youth (NFFTY) | Washington State Premiere | Seattle, WA | 2025

Sarasota Film Festival | Official Selection | Sarasota, FL | 2025

Florida Film Festival | Official Selection | Winter Park, FL | 2025

vy Film Festival | Official Selection | Providence, Rl | 2025

Fort Myers Film Festival | Official Selection | Fort Myers, FL | 2025

Mometu College Film Festival | Official Selection | Los Angeles, CA | 2025

Imagine This Women's International Film Festival | Official Selection | New York City, NY | 2025

Subtropic Film Festival | Official Selection | West Palm Beach, FL | 2025

Press
o Television Academy Foundation | 44th College Television

Awards Nominees Revealed
e Variety | 27th Annual Sarasota Film Festival (EXCLUSIVE)
o SRQ Magazine | The 26th Annual Reel Equals Film Festival

Brings New Voices to Sarasota
e The Suncoast Post | Sarasota Film Festival Announces

Full Program Slate for 27th Annual Edition
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https://www.tellyawards.com/winners/2025/film-shorts/general-student/culture-war/336034/
https://www.televisionacademy.com/news/44-cta-nominees-241204
https://www.nffty.org/
https://www.imaginethiswomensfilmfestival.org/
https://ivyfilmfestival.org/
https://cenflo.us/
https://throughwomenseyes.org/
https://www.nffty.org/
https://www.sarasotafilmfestival.com/
https://floridafilmfestival.com/
https://ivyfilmfestival.org/
https://fortmyersfilmfestival.com/
https://mometu.com/film-festival/
https://www.imaginethiswomensfilmfestival.org/
https://subtropic.org/
https://www.televisionacademy.com/news/44-cta-nominees-241204
https://variety.com/2025/film/news/godfather-of-harlem-season-4-premiere-sarasota-film-festival-1236339557/
https://www.srqmagazine.com/srq-daily/2025-03-07/26305_The-26th-Annual-Reel-Equals-Film-Festival-Brings-New-Voices-to-Sarasota
https://www.suncoastpost.com/srq-scoop/sarasota-film-festival-announces-full-program-slate-for-27th-annual-edition-running-april-4-through-april-13/
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