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SYNOPSIS

Miners in West Virginia coal towns are dying
to make a living in a fading industry.

Movement toward sustainable energy
sources has strangled the coal-dependent
economies that many Appalachian
communities have relied on for over a
century.

Despite the corruption and the long history of
negligent safety practices, the people of
Whitesville, West Virginia are determined to
carry on their way of life.




TRAILER

https://youtu.be/RY9yPik33B0?si=PzK5VMafbEV8SMOI




JACK GAER'TNER

DIRECTOR’S STATEMEN'T

Portraits in Coal explores the complicated relationship between mining
communities and the industry that both sustains and endangers them. Since my
first trip to Whitesville almost 10 years ago, this community has transformed my
life in countless ways. Whitesville and it's people mean a great deal to me, so it
was important that we represent them in a way that accurately depicts their
strength and resilience through tragedy.

This film is less about taking a stance and more about bearing witness- listening
to the people who live in these towns and honoring the contradictions they
navigate every day. We approached it like a series of intimate portraits, focusing
on the human cost, quiet strength, and cultural pride that persist even as the
ground shifts beneath them.



Portraits

Coal

PRODUCTION TEAM

Jack Gaertner
DIRECTOR

Jack Gaertner is a documentary
flmmaker from Atlanta whose work
digs into the heart of southern life;
its people, places, and
contradictions. Drawn to human
portraits and the texture of
Americana, his films center on
stories of resilience and
perseverance. With an eye for the
overlooked and a deep respect for
struggle, his storytelling leans into
the raw, the real, and the
emotionally honest.

Christian Kirby 11

PRODUCER

Christian Kirby Il is a producer and
writer who began his career in
sports journalism. His writing
background has given him a strong
sense of structure and character,
while his experiences in sports
injects into his work a keen sense
of the value that lies in unscripted
moments. Christian’s work
engages In a way that's direct,
grounded, and shaped by the truth
of lived experience.
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GENRE
SUBCATEGORIES

Documentary, Observational, Social Issue

TOTAL RUNNING
TIME

17 minutes O1 seconds

PRODUCTION
LOCATION

Whitesville, West Virginia

ASPECT RATIO
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Jack Gaertner
Jack.Gaertner1 @gmail.com
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