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Ballad of an Immigrant with Memory (2025)

Logline: After submerging into a bowl of menudo, an 
undocumented Mexican immigrant in the U.S. embarks on a 
surreal journey through his memories in Mexico in search of the 
rosary his mother gave him before he left the country 30 years 
ago.

Medium: Live-Action Narrative Short Film
Genres: Fantasy, Adventure, Drama
Length: 12 minutes
Countries: México, United States



About the Director

Sergio Muñoz Esquer is an award-winning Mexican filmmaker, director, writer, and 
producer whose work explores the complexities of human connection, identity, 
and immigration through a Latinx lens. 

His films, spanning both narrative fiction and documentary, have been 
screened at festivals such as the San Diego Latino Film Festival and the PBS 
Shorts Film Festival, and supported by institutions including the Austin Film 
Society and the Santa Fe Film Institute.

He earned his undergraduate degree in Digital Media Production from the 
University of Texas at El Paso, where he gained experience in filmmaking, 
radio, television, graphic design, journalism, and political research. He then 
pursued a Master’s in Film Production at the University of Texas at Austin, 
where he has produced five short films.

Beyond his personal projects, Sergio has worked in development, production, 
and post-production with companies such as The Walt Disney Company, 
Rooster Teeth, and PBS.



Director’s Statement

I was born and raised in Mexico, but for the past eight years I’ve lived in the United States, 

always packing, always crossing, never quite arriving. Every time I return to my hometown, I 

feel like a tourist in my own home, and the U.S.... Well, I don’t have citizenship or residency, so 

I can’t call it home either. So, where is my home? Where do I belong?

The question turned painful the last time I said goodbye to my mom. She hugged me and 

started crying. I asked her why she was crying, to which she responded, “I’m getting old. My 

body hurts more and more. And every time you leave, I don’t know if I’ll see you again.”

From that feeling of otherness, and from my doubt about whether crossing the border was 

worth it, I wrote Ballad of an Immigrant with Memory. Alberto’s journey is my own, and also 

the journey of countless people who uproot their lives in search of something better.

However, I didn’t want to make a sad film. I wanted a thrill ride. Taking a tragic story and 

turning it into something fun and exciting. So I incorporated elements of fantasy, magical 

realism, and even horror to shape Alberto’s journey. My goal was to keep the audience on 

the edge of their seats and leave them deliciously spent by the end. I aimed to honor the films 

I grew up with while telling an immigrant story. Our stories shouldn’t be just tragedies; they 

should be a celebration of what we are and what we do.

This film isn’t meant to resonate only with Latinos or with immigrants who cross national 

borders. This film is for everyone who keeps moving while leaving the people they love behind, 

and for the families and friends who wait at home, hoping the next reunion isn’t the last.
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