
A TRASHY KARAOKE MUSICAL BY LENA GREENE

 ★ Be yourself but hotter ★



PRODUCTION END YEAR: 
2025

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN:  
USA

RUN TIME: 
10 min. 33 sec.

LANGUAGE: 
English

TECHNIQUES: 
Hand drawn 
& watercolor

GENRE:
Comedy



ABOUT

WATCH THE TRAILER HERE

LOG LINE: In a karaoke bar in post-apocalyptic Los Angeles, an expired can of tuna fish and a fake Louis
Vuitton purse encourage each other to believe in their artistic voices even if the world sees them as trash.

https://vimeo.com/lenagreene/tunatartaretrailer?share=copy


SYNOPSIS: Los Angeles, 3036 A.D. Humans are on the verge of extinction and the world is now run by... trash.
Tuna Tartare is a bombastic can of tuna fish who runs Throats Karaoke Bar with her BFF Susan, a fake Louis
Vuitton purse with crippling anxiety.  Upon hearing of the death of the last surviving human, Tuna is reminded
of an old brush with fame that ended in embarrassment, sending her on an internal journey to battle her own
insecurities and build herself back up again to do what she does best: karaoke.

ABOUT



POSTER



Tuna Tartare is a trashy karaoke musical about an expired can of fish with a song in her heart. Tuna had dreams of being a star,
and when those dreams were unrealized, she created her own karaoke bar and sang to whoever would listen. As well as
encouraging those around her to also pick up the mic.

In a world where so many of us are trying to “make it,” I am interested in those of us whose lives didn’t turn out as planned. I’m
drawn to characters who have an undying commitment to being exactly who they are, regardless of whether or not the world is
willing to accept them. This may be in part inspired by my upbringing. I was raised in Los Angeles by a resilient family of six gay
parents (and all of their gay friends). From an early age, I was surrounded by people who refused to let the world tell them how to
live their lives (and by a gaggle of powerful lesbians who are more often singing than not.) 

This is a film about creating. Creating art. Creating trash. Creating a sense of self. And while I wish to celebrate the human desire
to make things, I also want to acknowledge that we can (and have) made too much. We can over-prioritize individualism, self-
expression, and consumerism at the expense of the health of our planet. 

Tuna Tartare is loud, bombastic, campy and absurd. A film about what it means to be an artist. What it takes to fight your own
insecurities. And how friendship so often saves the day. 

Or maybe it’s just an ode to karaoke. 

DIRECTOR STATEMENT 
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Lena Greene is a director, animator, illustrator, writer and producer based in
NYC and raised in Los Angeles. 

She has directed animations for Lauren Greenfield, Lana Del Rey, Celeste,
Gohar World, Comedy Central’s Saturday Morning(ish) Cartoons, and
Blumhouse’s Crypt TV. Lena was a storyboard artist on seasons 1 and 2 of Adult
Swim & HBO’s Teenage Euthanasia, season 2 of PBS & Augenblick Studio’s City
Island, and a character designer on season 3 of Adult Swim & HBO's Smiling
Friends. She has made animations for clients such as Michel Gondry, Vice,
Droga5, Edelman, Gucci, Knoll, Tory Burch and collaborated on four large-scale
3D zoetropes with Camille Henrot. Lena was an adjunct animation professor at
Queens College, and is a graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design where
she received a BFA in film, animation and video. 

Lena hosts a recurring karaoke talent show on Montez Press Radio, which has
been highlighted in Document Journal, The New York Times, Frieze, Dazed,
Cultured Mag, and the LA Review of Books.

DIRECTOR BIOGRAPHY 

www.lenagreene.com

https://radio.montezpress.com/#/
https://www.documentjournal.com/2024/12/montez-press-radio-performance-art-karaoke-singing-competition/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/26/style/tj-byrnes-seaport-downtown-scene.html
https://www.frieze.com/article/montez-press-radio-2022
https://lareviewofbooks.org/short-takes/sward-events-second-pour/
http://www.lenagreene.com/


SELECTED PRESS (ON KARAOKE AND TUNA TARATRE)

DOCUMENT JOURNAL

FRIEZE

DAZED
LA REVIEW OF BOOKS

THE ANIMATOR’S FRIEND
FILM CARNAGE REVIEW

https://www.documentjournal.com/2024/12/montez-press-radio-performance-art-karaoke-singing-competition/
https://www.frieze.com/article/montez-press-radio-2022
https://www.frieze.com/article/montez-press-radio-2022
https://lareviewofbooks.org/short-takes/sward-events-second-pour/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/short-takes/sward-events-second-pour/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4pesw4aL6GJOMVDpFygVUx?si=5c5a9e45d4ee42e2
https://filmcarnage.com/2026/01/04/review-tuna-tartare/


FUN LETTERBOXD COMMENTS



BEHIND THE SCENES - SKETCHES AND ACTORS

Lena recording Tuna with her dog, Sugar

Ryan Bush recording Susan 
in Lena’s bedroom with a martini

Ruby McCollister and Joe Castle Baker
recording Irma Wasser and Van Vattan (the

news anchors) at Montez Press Radio



BEHIND THE SCENES - WATERCOLOR SCENE

100 watercolor
paintings were
made for this

scene!



CHARACTER DESIGNS



CHARACTER DESIGNS



FILM CREDITS

WRITTEN BY
Lena Greene & Alessandra Clark

PRODUCED BY 
Lena Greene & Abigail Lowenthal

ANIMATED BY 
Lena Greene & Emily Zullo

SOUND DESIGN BY
Ryan Woodhall

ADDITIONAL VOICES BY
Thomas Laprade
Roya Haroun
Max Prediger
Eric Farber

ADDITIONAL ANIMATION BY
Carlos Perez 
Cam Macconnell
James Dybvig 

COLORED BY 
Mike Picone 
Lena Greene 

COMPOSITED BY 
Lena Greene 
Annie Zhao

NEWS GRAPHICS DESIGNED BY 
Arjun Ram Srivatsa

WATERCOLOR THEORIST / MIXOLOGIST 
Raphael Martinez Cohen

WATERCOLOR ARTISTS
Young Gun Lee
Roya Haroun
Annie Zhao 
Raphael Martinez Cohen 
Monica Weltyk 
Thomas Laprade
Lena Greene
Marina Laprade
Rajani Laprade
Bob Laprade

CASTING BY 
Lena Greene 
Charlotte Arnoux

“WASTIN’ AWAY” 
Performed By Lesli Margherita
Composed By Alex Parrish
Written By Alex Parrish & Lena Greene

“MITTEN MAN INSIDE MY CAN” 
Performed By Lesli Margherita 
Composed By Alex Parrish, 
Written By Alex Parrish & Lena Greene

“BE HOTTER” 
Composed By Henry Kaye 

“TUNA’S CREDITS TUNE” 
Composed By Gobby

STARRING
Lena Greene ............ Tuna Tartare
Lesli Margherita ....... Hot Successful Tuna 
                                                       & Failed Gross Tuna
Ryan Bush ............... Susan
Ruby McCollister ..... Irma Wasser (News Anchor)
Joe Castle Baker ...... Van Vattan (News Anchor)



OFFICIAL SELECTIONS (AS OF APRIL 2026)

SELECTED FESTIVALS 
HOLLYSHORTS 2025, LOS ANGELES, CA – WORLD PREMIERE
FILMFEST DRESDEN 2026, DRESDEN, GERMANY
FLORIDA FILM FESTIVAL 2026, ORLANDO, FL
UPPSALA SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2025, UPPSALA, SWEDEN
KABOOM ANIMATION FESTIVAL 2026, AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS
ANIMEST INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION FILM FESTIVAL 2025, BUCHAREST, ROMANIA
ANIMAC 2026, LLEIDA, CATALONIA, SPAIN
VIENNA SHORTS 2026, VIENNA, AUSTRIA
TRICKY WOMEN 2026, VIENNA, AUSTRIA
DIFF – DUBLIN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2026, DUBLIN, IRELAND

AWARDS
SANTA CRUZ FILM FESTIVAL 2025, SANTA CRUZ, CA – WINNER, BEST ANIMATED SHORT
LOS ANGELES ANIMATION FILM FESTIVAL 2025, LOS ANGELES, CA – WINNER, BRONZE COMEDY SHORT
FILMCHILLA 2025, CALIFORNIA, USA – WINNER, BEST SHORT FILM, “GOLDEN POCKET PISTOL”

ADDITIONAL FESTIVALS
ANIFILM – INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ANIMATED FILMS 2026, LIBEREC, CZECH REPUBLIC
FREDRIKSTAD ANIMATION FESTIVAL 2025, FREDRIKSTAD, NORWAY
FEST ANČA – INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION FESTIVAL 2026, ŽILINA, SLOVAKIA
THE DOWNTOWN FESTIVAL 2025, NEW YORK, NY
BROOKLYN FILM FESTIVAL 2026, NEW YORK, NY
BLACK MOVIE – FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DE FILMS INDÉPENDANTS 2026, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND
FESTIVAL EUROPÉEN DU FILM FANTASTIQUE DE STRASBOURG 2025, STRASBOURG, FRANCE
FESTIVAL SÉQUENCE COURT-MÉTRAGE 2025, TOULOUSE, FRANCE
 MECAL – FESTIVAL INTERNACIONAL DE CORTOMETRAJES Y ANIMACIÓN DE BARCELONA 2026, BARCELONA, SPAIN
WOODSTOCK FILM FESTIVAL 2025, WOODSTOCK, NY
MILWAUKEE FILM FESTIVAL 2026, MILWAUKEE, WI
ARIZONA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2026, TUCSON, AZ
FCVQ – FESTIVAL DE CINÉMA DE LA VILLE DE QUÉBEC 2025, QUÉBEC CITY, CANADA
FANTASPOA – FESTIVAL INTERNACIONAL DE CINEMA FANTÁSTICO DE PORTO ALEGRE 2026, PORTO ALEGRE, BRAZIL
PLUM! FESTIVAL INTERNACIONAL DE CINE DE ANIMACIÓN 2025, TAFÍ DEL VALLE, ARGENTINA
LES INTERGALACTIQUES – FESTIVAL DE SCIENCE-FICTION DE LYON 2026, LYON, FRANCE
CHÉRIES-CHÉRIS – FESTIVAL DU FILM LGBTQ+ DE PARIS 2025, PARIS, FRANCE
INSIDE OUT – TORONTO LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 2026, TORONTO, CANADA
PINK APPLE SCHWULLESBISCHE+ FILMFESTIVAL 2026, ZURICH, SWITZERLAND
FREIBURG GAY FILM FESTIVAL 2026, FREIBURG, GERMANY
RIO LGBTQIA+ INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2026, RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
FOYLE FILM FESTIVAL 2025, DERRY, NORTHERN IRELAND
PINX FESTIVAL 2026, GHENT, BELGIUM
PLAYGROUNDS: THE ART DEPARTMENT 2026, EINDHOVEN, NETHERLANDS
ORLANDO SHORTS 2026, BERGAMO, ITALY



CONTACTS

DIRECTOR & PRODUCER:
Lena Greene
Lenagreene18@gmail.com
@_lena.greene_

DISTRIBUTION: 
Luce Grosjean
Miyu Distribution
luce.grosjean@miyu.fr

MANAGEMENT:
Alison Mann
Fourth Wall
mann@fourthwallmanagement.com

★ thank you! ★
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