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LOGLINE T

A hard-edged dad just wants to survive
another birthday party, but when a try-hard
super dad won’t take “no” for an answer,
things get real awkward ... real fast.




In collaboration with

Film Independent: Project Involve

Themes:

A modern day look at masculinity
through the lens of fatherhood.

SYNOPSIS

SEAWEED SNACKS is a grounded comedy with surrealist
elements that unfolds during a single afternoon at a kid’s
birthday party. Ellis, a tired, artsy single dad, just wants to
get through the day with minimal interaction. But when he
meets Rick, a hyper-charismatic “perfect dad” with a hidden
agenda, Ellis is dragged into an awkward spiral of an
unsolicited life insurance pitch. As their sons become fast
friends, Ellis must navigate playground politics, parental
guilt, and a surreal descent into crypto-fueled madness.


https://vimeo.com/1143151308?fl=pl&fe=sh

DIRECTOR: Sylvia Ray

Sylvia Ray is a Chicana/Korean-American director based in Los Angeles
and a 2025 Film Independent Project Involve Fellow. She is also a 2024
Latino Film Institute Inclusion Fellow, where she wrote and directed the
award-winning short The Vote.

Her feature script The Middle was selected for the 2024 FICMonterrey
Pro-Meetings Program and for the 2025 BendFilm: Basecamp Fellowship.
The short version premiered at Flickers’ Rhode Island International Film
Festival, won Best in Festival at Sundial, and was nominated for Best
LatinX Short at HollyShorts. The Middle marks her feature debut, set
for production in 2026.




WRITER: Brandyn Johnson




DIRECTORS STATEMENT

Every parent can relate to Ellis’ plight. So many of us feel like we’re just pretending to be adults while
trying to raise kids who are supposed to be ready for a world we barely understand ourselves.
Parenthood comes with endless challenges, and Seaweed Snacks taps into the awkward, hilarious, and
unexpectedly deep moments that happen when you’re just trying to do your best. Sometimes, that
means showing up even when you're tired and sometimes, it means keeping the crazies away.

This year began with the devastating Eaton Fire, which took my home. Being part of Film Independent’s
Project Involve and having the opportunity to direct Seaweed Snacks became a source of much-needed
joy and renewal.

We are all bombarded with surreal and often tragic news every day. My hope is that Seaweed Snacks
offers a few minutes of escapism and connection, something funny, relatable, and honest for anyone
who has ever felt like Ellis - overwhelmed but still showing up, trying to hold it all together.

- Sylvia Ray
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PRODUCER: Andrés L. Correa

CREATIVE EXECUTIVE:
Tyrin Bell-Sinkfield

Tyrin Bell-Sinkfield fell in love with the entertainment industry at a young

age. The NYC native graduated from The Pennsylvania State University

began his career in the mailroom at Creative Artists Agency. He quickly

landed a desk in the TV Scripted department before working on the Hulu
ies, How to Die Alone.



CINEMATOGRAPHER: Sadé Ndya

Sadé Ndya is a Caribbean-American cinematographer whose work crafts
bold, emotionally resonant imagery that transports audiences beyond
reality, capturing the beauty, rhythm, and essence of the culture. Named
an ASC Rising Star by American Cinematographer, her films include
Sonadora (Tribeca premiere, streaming on Amazon Prime), the NAACP-
nominated My Brother & Me (ABFF premiere, streaming on American
Airlines), and Them That’s Not (NewFest premiere, Gold Hugo winner at
the Chicago Film Festival).

9
Google, Delta, and Ford. Beyond her film work, she uplifts the 'f_
ofi

generation of filmmakers through Made In Her Image, o

empowering women and nonbinary youth of color in fllm nd é\‘-

"'h..

EDITOR:
Avo John Kambourian

Avo John Kambourian is an editor who blends creativity with process. He
shapes stories across genres while keeping productions moving forward
and is committed to shepherding a director’s vision while staying open'to
discovery. He most recently edited Spilled Milk, a horror short produced
by Jordan Peele’s Monkeypaw Productions “No Drama™ Initiative,
Neither Donkey, Nor Horse, which premiered at the Telluride Film
Festival and won a Student Academy Award, and Chikaboom, from
Academy Nicholl Award winning Writer-Director C. Craig Patterson.

Avo is known for his patience, optimism, and resourcefulness. He values
collaboration, mentorship and community, as he approaches every
project.




ELLIS
PATRICK CAGE II

Patrick Cage most recently starred as the romantic lead opposite Keke Palmer and SZA in One of Them Days
produced by Issa Rae for TriStar/Sony Pictures, now streaming. Currently, Patrick is filming Season 4 of Taylor
Sheridan’s Mayer of Kingstown for Paramount+.

On television, Patrick most recently portrayed Gat in Season 2 of Issa Rae’s acclaimed HBO Max series Rap Sh!t.
He also recurred on Chuck Lorre’s How to Be a Bookie (Max), the Emmy-winning sci-fi drama Westworld
(HBO), and Hulu’s Wel to Chippendales. Other guest appearances on major network series, include The
Equalizer (CBS), New Amsterdam (NBC), Station 19 (ABC), The Rookie (ABC), Lucifer (Netflix), All
American (CW), and the Netflix limited series Manhunt: Lone Wolf.
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ADDITIONAL CREDITS

Executive Producers - Film Independent:
Joenique C Rose & Francisco Velazquez

Casting By:
Natalie Ballesteros & Alan Luna CSA

Production Designer:
Adele Biraghi Maschi

Art Director:
Luica Lopez

Costume Designer:
Brooklin Phelps

First Assistant Director:
Nicholas Ybarra

Makeup Artist /Hair Stylist:
Christopher ‘Draco’ Dixon

Composer:
Nehemiah Robertson

SONGS

"FREE"

Written by Armani Jackson, Faraji Wright and
Jay Anthony Fort, performed by Mani Draper,
Rexx Life and Jay Anthony.

Courtesy of UPLFTRS, Grand Nationx| and
Create Music Group

"GROUND FLOOR"

Written by Jimmy LaVelle courtesy of

Nettwerk Music Group and Warner Chappell
Music Publishing.



FACTS:

Camera: Panavision DXL2

Shooting Format: Digital

Aspect Ratio: 16.9

Runtime: 12m 19s

Sound: 5.1

Language: English

Production Year: 2025

Country of Origin: USA

Shot in Eagle Rock / Los Angeles, CA

CONTACT:

Producer: andres.|correa.inbox@gmail.com
Executive Producer: tyrinabell@gmail.com
FiLK Director: sylvialinray@gmail.com



